
PERTH CONCERT HALL 
Monday 10 February

This performance runs for 1 hour 50 minutes with interval

 Cape Town Opera and the  
 Western Australian Youth Jazz Orchestra

VOICE OF THE 
NATION ENSEMBLE
 Choruses by Verdi, Gounod and Boito
 Traditional African Hymns and American Spirituals
 Selections from Duke Ellington’s The Sacred Concerts

SOUTH AFRICA/AUSTRALIA

Supported by

7 FEBRUARY–1 MARCH

perthfestival.com.au
Voice of the Nation.indd   1 6/02/14   3:38 PM



 Cape Town Opera and the  

 Western Australian Youth Jazz Orchestra

VOICE OF THE 
NATION ENSEMBLE
 
Chorus Master Albert Horne

Sopranos Nallie Danelle Smuts, Michelle Saldanha, Nokwanda Bovana, 
Babongile Manga, Asanda Ndlwana, Bukelwa Velem, Tina Mene

Altos Nonkululeko Nkwinti, Jacobi de Villiers, Miranda Tini

Tenors Vuyisa Jack, Mthunzi Mbombela, Lukhanyo Kweyama, 
Lusindiso Dubula, Monwabisi Lindi, Andile Tshoni

Basses Lindile Kula Jr, Lindile Kula Sr, Thando Mpushe, Siviwe Stofile, 
Bulelani Madondile, Nkosana Sitimela, Lubabalo Velebayi

Western Australian Youth Jazz Orchestra

Director Mace Francis

Alto Sax  Laura Corney, Alana Macpherson

Tenor Sax  Luke Minness, Tim Newhouse

Baritone Sax Mitchell Boag 

Trumpet  Sam Timmerman, Matthew McGlynn, Ben Moody,  
Haydn Ward

Trombone James Cross, Blake Phillips, Anthony Dodos

Piano  Gabriel Fatin 

Double Bass  Ashley de Neef 

Drums  Alex Reid 

The Scared Concerts Soloists Bronwynn Sprogowski, Aaron Malone

Program

VERDI ‘Gerusalem!’ from I Lombardi alla prima crociata 

GOUNOD ‘L’heure s’envole’ from  Roméo et Juliette 

VERDI ‘Si celebri alfine tra canti, tra fior’ from I vespri siciliani  

‘Bawo, Thixo Somandla’ (Traditional African Hymn)

‘Ain’t it a good news’ (Traditional Spiritual, arr. Dawson)

‘The Battle of Jericho’ (Traditional Spiritual, arr. Hogan) 

‘Ol’ Time Religion’ (Traditional Spiritual, arr. McCutchen)

‘Mmeli Wami / Hlololofatsi’ (Traditional African Hymns)

‘Every Time I feel the Spirit’ (Traditional Spiritual, arr. Chilcott)

VERDI ‘Va, pensiero’ from Nabucco  

HAWKINS ‘Oh Happy Day’ 

‘Hallelujah Medley’ (arr. Horne) 

Duke Ellington

The Best of The Sacred Concerts

‘In the Beginning God’

‘Will You Be There? ‘

‘Ain’t But the One’

‘Heaven’

‘Something ’Bout Believing’

‘Praise God’

‘Father Forgive’

‘The Shepherd’

‘Come Sunday’

‘Freedom’

‘Praise God and Dance’

South Africans are well-known for conveying their emotions through 
expressive song and dance. There is a particularly strong choral tradition 
in the country, with beautiful and heartfelt traditional songs and hymns for 
virtually every conceivable emotion and event. There are specific choruses 
for the coming of age of a young man, there are songs for the heralding 
of a new season, there are exuberant traditional wedding songs, there 
is music to be sung by the male supporters to praise the king – whatever 
the occasion, South African singers have the ability to express a joy and 
happiness that is unique and beautiful. The vocal quality of these singers is 
certainly unique, and has the ability to move the listener with its beauty and 
sincerity, whether it is a traditional African hymn or a European opera aria or 
chorus. The earnestness of the South African voice remains, to my ear, one 
of the most expressive instruments of our time.

For this program tonight we have decided to include some of our 
favourite opera choruses, African-American Spirituals and traditional 
African Hymns. I am certainly blessed to be able to work with a chorus of 
the calibre of the Cape Town Opera’s Voice of the Nation Ensemble – a 
versatile, dance-loving, full-throated bunch of handpicked singers, who 
form the core of the Cape Town Opera Chorus. While they are certainly 
able to do justice to the great operatic scenes, they really get to shine 
when they tackle the infectious rhythms and harmonies of the African-
American Spirituals. These Spirituals were originated by African slaves 
in the United States in the 19th century, and incorporate present-day 
African choral traditions – combining sound, movement, emotion, and 
communal interaction into one focus on faith and its role in overcoming 
struggles, whether as an individual or as a collective group.

Albert Horne, Chorus Master, Cape Town Opera

Tonight’s performance is a very rare opportunity to hear a live 
performance of Duke Ellington’s wonderful Sacred Music.  The 
opportunity to perform a program with big band and choir is one that 
does not come along often, especially with an ensemble like the Cape 
Town Opera!  The music is serious and swinging, sophisticated and 
raw encompassing jazz, classical, choral music, spirituals, gospel and 
the blues – all things that sum up the great Duke Ellington and his deep 
belief in the church. As well as the Cape Town Opera Chorus, WAYJO 
will be joined by vocalists Aaron Malone and Bronwyn Sprogowski as 
the  soloists.  The awesome acoustic power of both these ensembles is 
something truly special and I get goose bumps just thinking about how 
good it will be tonight. We will be performing a selection of pieces from 
all three sacred music concerts which Ellington composed between 1965 
and 1973 and called ‘the most important thing I have ever done’.  I do 
hope you enjoy this coming together of cultures, beliefs and music in the 
form of this musical masterpiece. 

Mace Francis, Artistic Director, WAYJO
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