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The Lotterywest Festival Films season is back with the most dynamic film season 
yet. The program brings the very best contemporary cinema from all corners of the 
globe to Perth. With themes that are brilliantly diverse and far-reaching, what binds 
these tales is their shared commitment to innovation, intrigue and masterful 
storytelling. 
 
Perth Festival Artistic Director Jonathan Holloway said: “From some of the most 
talked about films on the international circuit to hidden gems that will absolutely move 
you, this year’s Lotterywest Festival Films will captivate and surprise, and will once 
again bring to life two stunning outdoor venues.” 
 
All films are Western Australian premieres, including two Australian premieres and 
five films submitted by their countries as official competitors for the Best Foreign Film 
Oscar. Audiences will once again have the chance to vote for the standout Festival 
film online or at the venues and join in on the passionate discussion surrounding the 
Golden Deckchair Audience Award. 
 
For the second year running, the Festival has partnered with the 2013 Seventh 
Annual Asia Pacific Screen Awards, widely regarded as the region’s highest 
accolade in film, to bring you a major award winner from this year’s ceremony. 
Screenkids is a special event curated for younger audiences that includes our pick 
of the most charming and innovative films from the revered Cinekid Festival in the 
Netherlands. 
 
The season kicks off with Joss Whedon’s wildly fresh reinterpretation of 
Shakespeare’s most playful comedy, Much Ado About Nothing. Also in this first 
week is the Australian premiere of Jappeloup, the story of Pierre Durand and his 
unconventionally small and unpredictable horse. 20 Feet from Stardom is a moving 
documentary focusing on the fascinating personal stories of the back-up singers who 
spend their careers in the shadows of superstars. The compelling drama What 
Richard Did swept the Irish Film Awards with its story of the terrible impact of a split-
second decision that can never be undone. Michel Gondry’s Mood Indigo is an 
inventive, surreal and soulfully melancholic tale of love and devotion. Gloria is a 
smart and bitterly funny exploration of love, sexuality and self-worth, for which 
Paulina García took home the Silver Bear (Best Actress) at the Berlin International 
Film Festival. 
 
The Gilded Cage will delight filmgoers over the festive season with its charming tale 
of a Portuguese couple living in Paris who dream of returning to their beloved 
homeland. Sarah Polley’s much-lauded festival hit Stories We Tell provides an 
inspired portrait of family and the fragile and fixed stories we choose to define us. 
The hugely anticipated 12 Years a Slave is Steve McQueen’s stark, vivid and potent 
true story of Solomon Northup, a man sold into slavery in the 1840s. This will be an 
exclusive preview season and one of the very first Australian releases of the film. A 
Hijacking is a stylish, measured thriller that boasts all the hallmarks of great Danish 
cinema. Asghar Farhadi follows on from the Oscar-winning A Separation with The 
Past, a sophisticated drama in which revelation upon revelation surrounding a 
divorce leads to simmering tension. J.C Chandor’s superior survival drama All is 

 



 
Lost is led by a magnetic Robert Redford as the lone man who wakes to find a 
shipping container has violently crashed into his boat. 
 
The Broken Circle Breakdown is a heartbreaking love story immersed in the moody 
world of bluegrass; a tribute to love, loss, and music, and the bittersweet necessity 
and heartache of all three. Oh Boy took home six awards at the German Film 
Awards with its quirky and articulate portrait of one of the world’s greatest cities, 
Berlin, and the complexity of its offbeat inhabitants. Australian director Warwick 
Thornton is known for his powerful storytelling, and The Darkside is no exception. 
Here he has assembled a collection of touching and absurd ghost stories from 
Australia’s Indigenous culture and harnessed the talents of iconic Australian actors. 
Violette, the gorgeously rendered biopic of French writer Violette Leduc who caused 
a sensation in post-war France with her provocative novels, has its Australian 
premiere at Somerville. Lake Bell’s In a World is a hilarious satire on the art of being 
heard that won the Screenwriting Award at Sundance and is one of four films that will 
be screened exclusively at Joondalup Pines. The Selfish Giant won the Label 
Europas Cinemas Award at Cannes and was a critical and audience hit with its bold 
and brooding story of friendship and redemption, set in a housing estate in the north 
of England. 
 
Another Joondalup exclusive is Alex Gibney’s intriguing documentary The 
Armstrong Lie, a layered exploration of the rise and fall of a cultural icon. Short 
Term 12, a big-hearted gem that captures life at a teen care facility, is one of the 
most acclaimed indie dramas of the past year and was awarded the Audience and 
Grand Jury Prizes at SXSW. Winner of the Un Certain Regard Jury Prize at Cannes, 
Omar is a charged thriller interwoven with trust and betrayal as two lovers are torn 
apart by the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. It is the first film to be funded completely by 
Palestinian sources.  Providing an exploration of fatherhood and expectations, 
Hirokazu Kore-Eda’s Like Father, Like Son is a touching film in which two families 
are delivered the life changing news that their six-year-old sons were accidentally 
switched at birth. My Sweet Pepper Land, a tale full of self-mockery, handsome 
landscapes and dry wit, is a Western-inspired film that proves Kurdish cinema is 
coming into its own. Concluding the season is Romania’s Child’s Pose, a riveting 
drama that illuminates biting issues surrounding class, mortality, and guilt, and a 
mother’s obsessive affection for her son. This was the winner of the Golden Bear at 
the Berlin International Film Festival. 
 
In 2013/2014 you will see enhancements to both our picturesque outdoor cinema 
sites, Somerville and Joondalup Pines, including improved seating and picnicking 
facilities and festive lighting for an even better outdoor cinema experience. There is 
no finer way to while away the warm evenings; here is the perfect opportunity to 
rediscover Perth’s original outdoor cinema experience. 
 
Check out the full details of the program at perthfestival.com.au and don’t miss the 
finest new releases in international cinema. Bring friends, bring a picnic, bring your 
opinion, and leave it to us to provide films that will intrigue, challenge, and entertain 
you. 
 
BOOKINGS AND FESTIVAL INFO: 08 6488 5555 • perthfestival.com.au • Ticketek 
outlets 
 
 

-continues- 

 



 
 
Supported by 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Indigenous 
Program Partner 
 
 

 

Family and 
Education 
Program Partner 
 

 
 
 
For further information, interviews or images please contact: 
 
WA MEDIA: Emma Poletti   NATIONAL MEDIA: Miranda Brown   
+61 8 6488 8637 / 0401 752 927   +61 3 9419 0931 / 0411 568 781  
epoletti@perthfestival.com.au  miranda@mbpublicity.com.au 
  
Perth International Arts Festival 
Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, the Perth International Arts 
Festival is the longest running international arts festival in Australia and Western 
Australia’s premier cultural event. The Festival has developed a worldwide 
reputation for excellence in its international program, the presentation of new works 
and the highest quality artistic experiences for its audience.  For 61 years the 
Festival has welcomed to Perth some of the world’s greatest living artists and now 
connects with over 700,000 people each year. 

 
Jonathan Holloway is the Artistic Director 2012-2015.  
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