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WILLIAM KENTRIDGE (SOUTH AFRICA) 
THE REFUSAL OF TIME 

 
Perth International Arts Festival, the Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts, and the Art 
Gallery of Western Australia present William Kentridge: The Refusal of Time. 
Kentridge is one of the most compelling artists of our time and this work epitomises 
his intriguing, multi-disciplinary practice. 
 
The Refusal of Time is an all-encompassing installation of five videos which 
combine the magic of theatre, drawing and music with film and animation. Projections 
of shadow dancers are punctuated by the rhythmic command of metronomes and 
appearances of the artist himself. Amidst this sits a ‘breathing machine,’ a wooden 
sculpture akin to an accordion pulsing time. This outstanding work is a powerful 
commingling of the rich threads of social history, pathos and humour. 
 
This work is, in part, the result of Kentridge’s lengthy reflection on the concept of 
time, rationalism, power, and control, and his more recent discussions with the 
physicist and historian, Peter Galison. Their mutual interest in the hand-made 
materiality of the industrialised world of the 19th century and the competing nationalist 
desires to ‘control time’ became a central theme in the work. The Refusal of Time 
reflects on how we are now forced to embrace a measure of structural disorder in a 
universe that refuses to fully submit to the principles of rationalism, with the definition 
of time itself being malleable. 
 
This will be the first time The Refusal of Time is presented in Australia and it has 
been redesigned in response to the outstanding three storey main gallery at the 
Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts. Each visitor will be completely immersed in the 
story, both epic and fable-like, as the shadow dancers chase one another and the 
artist appears and disappears. 
 
Overwhelming in the best way… This work has soul. DAILYSERVING.COM 
 
WHERE: Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts 
WHEN: Thursday 13 February – Sunday 27 April. Tuesday-Sunday 10am-5pm. 
Open until 7pm during the Festival. 
FESTIVAL INFO: 6488 5555 – perthfestival.com.au 
*FREE 
 
Visual Arts Program Partner 
 

 
 
 
For further information, interviews or images please contact: 
 
WA MEDIA: Rania Ghandour  NATIONAL MEDIA: Miranda Brown   
+61 8 6488 8618 / 0403 025 535   +61 3 9419 0931 / 0411 568 781  
rghandour@perthfestival.com.au  miranda@mbpublicity.com.au 

  
-continues- 

 

mailto:rghandour@perthfestival.com.au
mailto:miranda@mbpublicity.com.au


 
 
Perth International Arts Festival 
Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, the Perth International Arts 
Festival is the longest running international arts festival in Australia and Western 
Australia’s premier cultural event. The Festival has developed a worldwide 
reputation for excellence in its international program, the presentation of new works 
and the highest quality artistic experiences for its audience.  For 61 years the 
Festival has welcomed to Perth some of the world’s greatest living artists and now 
connects with over 700,000 people each year. 

 
Jonathan Holloway is the Artistic Director 2012-2015.  
 

-ends- 

 


