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Australian Exclusive/Premiere 
CAPE TOWN OPERA (SOUTH AFRICA) 

 
VOICE OF THE NATION ENSEMBLE 

 
For one extraordinary evening, Perth hosts a very special performance by Cape 
Town Opera’s world-renowned chorus, Voice of the Nation Ensemble. Melding 23 
stunning voices drawn from all corners of South Africa, this diverse group has 
quickly emerged as one of contemporary opera’s most compelling and varied vocal 
ensembles.  

 
In their Australian exclusive performance, the Voice of the Nation Ensemble will 
showcase pieces from the great romantic operas, with choruses by Verdi, Gounod 
and Boito, as well as traditional hymns and spiritual songs from Africa and America. 
Celebrated for their virtuosity in uniting diverse musical styles, the ensemble is 
joined on stage by the WA Youth Jazz Orchestra’s Big Band. In this enchanting 
pairing, the two groups join forces to perform selections from jazz legend Duke 
Ellington’s The Sacred Concerts. 

 
Artistic Director Jonathan Holloway said: “The vibrant vocalism of the singers is 
simply mind-blowing. Such majestic voices demand an equally majestic venue and 
we’re delighted to be able to offer the Perth Concert Hall’s magnificent auditorium. 
Lovers of unabashed, full-throated emotion will not want to miss this incredible 
performance.” 

 
Cape Town Opera is South Africa’s leading opera company. Since its foundation in 
1999, it has been a galvanising force in the South African cultural scene, committed 
to the continued performance and evolution of opera, operetta and musical theatre. 

 
Voice of the Nation Ensemble was awarded the 2013 “Chorus of the Year” award 
at the prestigious International Opera Awards in London. Their explosive vocals and 
electrifying performances have enthralled audiences the world over, from the 
townships of Johannesburg to the Berlin Philharmonic under Sir Simon Rattle.  

 
The open-throated chorus of Cape Town Opera contains an ensemble that is 
called, quite justifiably, the Voice of the Nation, and when its members let rip 
to intone one of Verdi’s thunderous political protests… you seem to hear an 
entire people expressing primal emotions of defiant pride and exuberant joy. 
THE MONTHLY 
 
WHERE: Perth Concert Hall 
WHEN: Monday 10 February, 7:30pm 
ARTIST TALK: Monday 10 February, pre-show at 6:30pm in foyer. 
BOOKINGS AND FESTIVAL INFO: 08 6488 5555 • perthfestival.com.au • Ticketek 
outlets 
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For further information, interviews or images please contact: 
 
WA MEDIA: Rania Ghandour  NATIONAL MEDIA: Miranda Brown   
+61 8 6488 8618 / 0403 025 535   +61 3 9419 0931 / 0411 568 781  
rghandour@perthfestival.com.au  miranda@mbpublicity.com.au 

  
Perth International Arts Festival 
Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, the Perth International Arts 
Festival is the longest running international arts festival in Australia and Western 
Australia’s premier cultural event. The Festival has developed a worldwide 
reputation for excellence in its international program, the presentation of new works 
and the highest quality artistic experiences for its audience.  For 61 years the 
Festival has welcomed to Perth some of the world’s greatest living artists and now 
connects with over 700,000 people each year. 
 
Jonathan Holloway is the Artistic Director 2012-2015.  
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