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2014 VISUAL ARTS PROGRAM 
 

Social empathy and provocation each coincide in the projects in the 2014 Visual 
Arts Program. Works that are subtle and suggestive in their impact are offset with 
those that are boldly literal, representing the dynamics of some of the most 
acclaimed artists working today. These artists adopt multiple strategies to construct 
illusion or propose narrative, including the use of ironic scale from the miniature to 
the massive, and the resounding use of immersive environments that meld media 
and invite viewer interaction as much as observation. While investigations into history 
make for some penetrating insights today, they are not always without a sense of wit 
and fun. 
 
Perth Festival Artistic Director Jonathan Holloway said: “No matter your age or 
experience, it would be difficult to not find a sense of joy or an opportunity for 
reflection in this kaleidoscope of visual arts projects that have been brilliantly 
created by some of the leading contemporary artists of our time.” 

 
Wesfarmers Arts Manager Helen Carroll said: “In the year that Wesfarmers 
celebrates its hundredth anniversary, we are delighted as the Visual Arts Program 
Partner to acknowledge the depth of ideas and stories that artists of today offer to 
help us reflect on the past and to shape the future.” 
 
At the South Perth foreshore marvel at South Korean artist Do Ho Suh’s Net-Work, 
a canopy draped in a vast net with tiny human figures washing against the 
shoreline. This delicate yet commanding web encourages contemplation of the 
identity of the individual in today’s global society. While Net-Work might suggest the 
power of the collective over the individual, it can equally conjure thoughts of 
migration, refugees, and the traversing and trawling of seas. Doh Ho Suh is a highly 
acclaimed South Korean artist who resides in Seoul, New York and London.  
 
Turner Prize-winning artist Jeremy Deller relocates Stonehenge to Perth in a 
landmark Festival event. Sacrilege stunningly reimagines one of the world’s most 
recognisable prehistoric monuments as a full-scale inflatable and interactive 
sculpture – ancient shrine becomes bouncy castle. Deller is renowned for pushing 
boundaries in his investigation of cultural phenomena, history and the role of 
audience and artist. Sacrilege is characteristic of his fascination with our reflection 
on the past, and his ability to instigate memorable art experiences for the young and 
young at heart. 
 
William Kentridge, one of the most compelling artists of our time, presents The 
Refusal of Time in Australia for the first time. An all encompassing installation 
which combines the magic of theatre, drawing, music, dance and animation. 
Projections of shadow dancers interacting with instruments of time are punctuated 
by the rhythmic command of metronomes and appearances of the artist himself. 
Amidst this shadow play sits a “breathing machine” reminiscent of an accordion 
relentlessly pulsing time. This outstanding work is a powerful commingling of the 
rich threads of social history, pathos and humour that epitomises Kentridge’s multi-
disciplinary practice. This presentation is a collaboration between the artist, the Art 
Gallery of Western, PICA and the Festival. 

 
At the John Curtin Gallery, an entire room will become a fantastic landscape when 
Japanese duo Paramodel utilise vivid imagination and meticulous design skills to 

 



 
create Paramodelic-Graffitti, a wondrously immersive environment made from 
mass produced toys and brilliant blue plastic train tracks. Incorporating elements 
locally sourced in Perth, they will create an extraordinary new diorama especially for 
the Festival. Since 2001 these artists have shared their playful utopian visions with 
audiences in Japan, Vietnam, Singapore, Indonesia, China, Australia and 
Switzerland. 

 
Creating another world of wonder at John Curtin Gallery is Japanese artist Ryota 
Kuwakubo, whose installation The Tenth Sentiment emerges right before your 
eyes like magic. Hiding nothing from view, it fills a room with a landscape of 
miniscule and everyday artefacts then seamlessly animates them into an immersive 
field of expansive vistas. Spellbound by the ancient device of moving shadows, 
visitors will journey through this powerfully hypnotic scene aboard a tiny toy train. 
Kuwakubo’s mesmerising installations have enthralled audiences throughout 
Europe and Asia and this is the Australian premiere of this work. 

 
For over 20 years Richard Bell has been an artist and active provocateur who has 
challenged the state of art and politics in Australia. Embassy is Richard Bell’s first 
solo exhibition in Western Australia and will feature a recreation of the original 
Aboriginal Tent Embassy, the protest camp set up in 1972 under a beach umbrella 
on the lawns of Parliament House in Canberra. This significant solo exhibition 
presented by PICA and the Festival also brings together a previously unseen 
selection of Bell’s highly acclaimed paintings and a controversial trilogy of his recent 
videos. 

 
Anne Ferran, a distinguished Australian photo-media artist, melds the mediums of 
photography, textile, text and installation to investigate Australia’s colonial past, in 
particular tracing the anonymous lives of women and children in prisons and 
asylums. In the largest survey of her work ever assembled, Shadow Land will be 
Ferran’s first exhibition in Western Australia, and will feature new work that has 
been made in response to the disbanded library at the Fremantle Prison. 
Characteristic of her work, poetics and anthropology are woven into enigmatic 
imagery that is haunted by the past and shadows the present. 

 
At the Art Gallery of Western Australia Stranger than Fiction: Art of our Time will 
showcase a dynamic selection of international contemporary art from The Museum 
of Modern Art, New York as part of the ongoing MoMA series. The exhibition 
focuses on film, drawing and photography, along with painting and sculpture, from 
the 1980s to the 2010s. It will reveal the varied approaches to story-telling that 
artists such as Damien Hirst, Cindy Sherman, Nan Goldin, Christian Marclay and 
Olafur Eliasson have explored in their creation of both revisionist fictions and factual 
narratives that comment on history and personal experience. 
 
At Fremantle Arts Centre is Bali: Return Economy, an expansive exhibition 
exploring the ever-changing relationship between Western Australia, Bali, and the 
artists, both Western Australian and Balinese, who create work informed by the 
island. Featuring works as diverse as video art, political cartoon, age-old wayang 
painting and the cutting edge contemporary Balinese art often missed by tourists, 
the exhibition looks beyond the clichés and kitsch souvenirs to get to the heart of a 
complicated yet fascinating relationship between neighbours. 
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VISUAL ARTS PROGRAM 
 
Jeremy Deller: Sacrilege 
Lotterywest Festival Celebration 
When: Monday 17 February – Saturday 1 March. 11am-7pm (except Monday 17 
February 2pm-7pm and weekends 9am-7pm). 
Where: Supreme Court Gardens 
 
Do Ho Suh: Net-Work 
When: Friday 7 February – Saturday 1 March. All day. 
Where: South Perth Foreshore, Sir James Mitchell Park 
 
William Kentridge: The Refusal of Time 
When: Thursday 13 February – Sunday 27 April. 

Tuesday-Sunday 10am-5pm. Open until 7am during the Festival. 
Where: PICA, Perth Cultural Centre 
 
Paramodel: Parmodelic-Graffitti 
When: Thursday 6 February – Thursday 17 April. Monday-Friday 11am-5pm and 
Saturday-Sunday 1pm-5pm. 
Where: John Curtin Gallery, Curtin University 
 
Ryota Kuwakubo: The Tenth Sentiment 
When: Thursday 13 February – Thursday 17 April. Monday-Friday 11am-5pm and 
Saturday-Sunday 1pm-5pm. 
Where: John Curtin Gallery, Curtin University 
 
Richard Bell: Embassy 
When: Thursday 13 February – Sunday 27 April. 

Tuesday-Sunday 10am-5pm. Open until 7am during the Festival. 
Where: PICA, Perth Cultural Centre 
 
Anne Ferran : Shadow Land 
When: Saturday 8 February – Saturday 19 April. Tuesday-Saturday 11am-5pm. 
Where: Lawrence Wilson Art Gallery, UWA 
 
Stranger Than Fiction: Art of our Time 
When: Saturday 1 February – Monday 5 May. 10am-5pm daily, closed Tuesdays, 
open late during February. 
Where: Art Gallery of Western Australia, Perth Cultural Centre 
 
Bali: Return Economy 
When: Saturday 1 February – Thursday 27 February. 10am-5pm daily. 
Where: Fremantle Arts Centre 
 
 
Visual Arts Program Partner 
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For further information, interviews or images please contact: 

 
WA MEDIA: Rania Ghandour  NATIONAL MEDIA: Miranda Brown   
+61 8 6488 8618 / 0403 025 535   +61 3 9419 0931 / 0411 568 781 
rghandour@perthfestival.com.au  miranda@mbpublicity.com.au 

  
 
Perth International Arts Festival 
Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, the Perth International Arts 
Festival is the longest running international arts festival in Australia and Western 
Australia’s premier cultural event. The Festival has developed a worldwide 
reputation for excellence in its international program, the presentation of new works 
and the highest quality artistic experiences for its audience.  For 61 years the 
Festival has welcomed to Perth some of the world’s greatest living artists and now 
connects with over 700,000 people each year. 
 
Jonathan Holloway is the Artistic Director 2012-2015. 
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