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Young people are not only the audiences of the future – they are the audiences of 
now, and at the 2014 Perth International Arts Festival there are even more 
opportunities for families to reconnect and enjoy extraordinary arts experiences. 
With Rio Tinto’s ongoing generous support, this year’s Rio Tinto Family and 
Education Program features entertaining and thought-provoking artistic works that 
are world-class and coincide with nine special workshops to strengthen the 
engagement. 
 
Perth Festival Artistic Director Jonathan Holloway said: “Imagination is at the very 
heart of this Festival, and our hope is that the Rio Tinto Family and Education 
Program will support teachers, students and families in their ongoing task of 
unlocking timeless ideas, learning, and enjoying life in the most imaginative way 
possible.” 
 
Rio Tinto Community Investment Fund Chairperson Andrew Harding said: “We are 
fortunate to be able to support this element of the Perth Festival. This partnership not 
only increases the sustainability of the arts in Western Australia, but also builds a 
new generation of culturally inspired Festival goers. Getting children involved in the 
arts is critical to their development. Beyond its pure enjoyment factor, research 
continues to reveal the beneficial impact arts engagement has on learning, emotional 
intelligence, self-esteem and creativity.” 
 
The Festival will follow on from the success of its inaugural Young Ambassadors 
program by once again selecting a group of young people who are looking to forge a 
career in the arts. They will gain a privileged insight into the Festival through an 
individually tailored program of behind the scenes visits, interactions with 
internationally renowned artists and attendance to Festival events. The Young 
Ambassadors will also act as advocates for the Festival to their family, friends and 
peers via a dedicated Young Ambassadors page on the Festival website where they 
will share their stories. 
 
The Lotterywest Festival Spectacular will light up the banks of the Swan River over 
three nights when Xarxa, masters of public theatre, create rhythmic explosions of 
music and movement, the elemental collision of fire meeting sea, and fireworks 
shooting into the night sky, with Veles e Vents, a family-friendly event that will leave 
the entire city with a pounding heart and indelible memories. Continuing this joyous 
study in storytelling, I Think I Can is an interactive artwork where participants will 
dictate their avatars journey through the magical streets of a crafted railway model 
and its accompanying town. Weird and wondrous storylines will dip and fold as actors 
expertly bring the avatars to life. Bringing something else to life is Turner Prize-
winning artist Jeremy Deller who will relocate Stonehenge to Perth in a landmark 
Festival event for the Lotterywest Festival Celebration. In Sacrilege, Deller 
stunningly reimagines one of the world’s most recognizable prehistoric monuments 
as a full-scale inflatable and interactive sculpture, and is characteristic of Deller’s 
ability to instigate memorable art experiences for the young and young at heart. At 
the John Curtin Gallery, an entire room will become a fantastic landscape when 
Japanese artists Paramodel utilise vivid imagination and meticulous design skills to 
create Paramodelic-Graffitti, a wondrously immersive environment made from mass 
produced toys and brilliant blue plastic train tracks. 

 



 
 
Combining the traditional values of children’s storytelling with interactive adventure 
and a healthy dash of festive whimsy, The House Where Winter Lives will bring 
children as close as possible to good old-fashioned magic. Inside the cottage of Mr 
and Mrs Winter, children’s imaginations will be ignited as immersive theatre makers 
Punchdrunk remind us that play lies at the heart of all theatre. Punchdrunk have 
helped raise standards of literacy and engagement in over 50 London schools to 
date. As part of the Rio Tinto Family and Education Program, Peter Higgins, creator 
of The House Where Winter Lives, will run a Professional Development opportunity 
for Primary teachers to empower them to harness the creative potential within their 
classroom. Fed by the iconic works of great contemporary European theatre artists, 
Marceau, Lecoq and Thiérrée, Compagnie Chaliwaté presents the dreamlike Îlo, a 
rich performance that leads you deep into humanity by way of witty and poetic 
physical comedy and dance. Directed and performed by the wildly inventive Shona 
Reppe, The Curious Scrapbook of Josephine Bean is a whimsical detective story 
that comes alive through beautifully delicate puppetry, a thrilling soundtrack, and 
imaginative visual effects. 
 
Internationally renowned for dramatic live circus, NoFit State hit Perth for the first 
time with Bianco, an immersive promenade experience that takes place above, 
behind and all around audiences as they stand in awe. High energy trapeze, 
tightwire, acrobatics, and gravity-defying routines are set to a pounding soundtrack 
performed by a live band. This show will thrill audiences of all ages. Nalaga’at are the 
world’s only professional deaf-blind ensemble and they bring their transformative 
show Not By Bread Alone from Israel to Perth. Taking audiences on a captivating 
tour of their inner world, and ‘speaking’ to each other by way of drum beats, sign 
language, vibrations and touch, these extraordinary storytellers convey their 
memories and dreams. Drawn from starkly honest and revealing confessions from 
Australian teens, the intimate ONEFIVEZEROSEVEN is a fearless exploration of 
what lies in their heart and minds. This raw, emotive and brave Barking Gecko 
production is the sequel to the remarkable Driving into Walls from the 2012 Festival. 
 
A powerful melding of Shakespearean and contemporary Aboriginal storytelling, The 
Shadow King recasts King Lear as a sprawling, blood-soaked tale of two Indigenous 
families in Australia’s north, questioning our understanding of kinship, land and 
belonging. In a rare and timely opportunity teachers are invited to join members of 
The Shadow King creative team and local Indigenous representatives in a panel 
discussion examining the multiplicity of Indigenous and Torres Strait Islander 
tradition, protocols and languages that are presented in the production and explore 
how these complex cultures can inform and enrich their own teaching practices. 
 
Then, in a fitting Festival finale, the epic and interactive musical feast From the 
Desert to the Deep Blue Sea: A Symphony for Perth will be presented by Tod 
Machover, composer and professor at MIT’s Media Lab. Using crowd-sourced 
sounds and ideas, Machover will craft a symphony tailor-made for Perth, to be played 
for the first time by Western Australian Symphony Orchestra. Uniting the gaming 
console and the concert hall, WASO will then perform the live soundtrack to some of 
the great games which will be projected above them. Machover is conducting 
workshops at seven metro schools and one regional school with students who are 
creating their own original compositions using Hyperscore, special software that was 
developed at MIT Media Lab. These students will be special guests at the dress 
rehearsal and will be the first people in the world to hear the completed symphony. 
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The popular and free Perth Writers Festival Family Day is back on Sunday 23rd 
February. Children of all ages have the chance to meet their favourite authors at this 
fantastic outdoor carnival of hands-on activities for the whole family, including games, 
readings, workshops, face painting and performances. A full program of author’s 
sessions will be released in January. Register to receive your free brochure for this at 
perthfestival.com.au. 
 
Full details of the Rio Tinto Family and Education Program can be found at 
our website perthfestival.com.au. 
 
For more information, interviews or images please contact: 
Jemma Gurney, Education Officer, 6488 8636 or jgurney@perthfestival.com.au 
 
BOOKINGS AND FESTIVAL INFO: 08 6488 5555 • perthfestival.com.au • Ticketek 
outlets 
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WA MEDIA: Rania Ghandour  NATIONAL MEDIA: Miranda Brown   
+61 8 6488 8618 / 0403 025 535  +61 3 9419 0931 / 0411 568 781  
rghandour@perthfestival.com.au  miranda@mbpublicity.com.au 

 
Perth International Arts Festival 
Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, the Perth International Arts 
Festival is the longest running international arts festival in Australia and Western 
Australia’s premier cultural event. The Festival has developed a worldwide 
reputation for excellence in its international program, the presentation of new works 
and the highest quality artistic experiences for its audience.  For 61 years the 
Festival has welcomed to Perth some of the world’s greatest living artists and now 
connects with over 700,000 people each year. 

 
Jonathan Holloway is the Artistic Director 2012-2015. 
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