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2014 PERTH WRITERS FESTIVAL 
 
Perth Writers Festival brings you a stellar line-up of international and Australian 
authors, thinkers and provocateurs.  

 
Join us at the Perth Writers Festival Precinct situated within the beautiful grounds of 
The University of Western Australia, for interviews, debates, readings, performances 
and workshops. 

 
Engage with the finest minds for the latest in fiction, memoir, travel writing, digital 
media, politics, history, social justice, crime, graphic novels, gaming, journalism and 
much more. 
 
Perth Festival Artistic Director Jonathan Holloway said: “In 2014 the Perth Writers 
Festival brings together the world’s best storytellers working across traditional and 
digital platforms. Among the guests in this year’s stellar line-up are provocative 
international authors Martin Amis and Lionel Shriver, as well as the writers behind 
some of the world’s top-selling video games including Kevin Shortt (Watch Dogs), 
Jill Murray (Assassin’s Creed IV: Black Flag), Dan Pinchbeck (Everybody’s Gone 
to the Rapture) and Steve Gaynor (Gone Home). Join us for four days of 
conversation, debates and ideas.” 
 
Martin Amis is one of the most influential and polarising literary figures of our times. 
A satirist and provocateur, for four decades Amis has been the foremost chronicler 
of contemporary society. 

 
Rising to prominence with contemporaries Salman Rushdie, Ian McEwan and his 
friend the late Christopher Hitchens, Amis has cemented a reputation as a 
controversial and fearless public commentator. His finest novels include The Rachel 
Papers, Money, London Fields and The Pregnant Widow. 

 
In his recent book, Lionel Asbo: State of England, Amis returns with his inimitable, 
darkly humorous style to examine the decline of modern Britain in the age of 
celebrity. 

 
In an Australian exclusive, Perth Writers Festival is proud to present an evening with 
Martin Amis. 
 
Although her novels confront the moral issues of our times, Lionel Shriver has long 
avoided the issue of religion in her work. An atheist, Shriver confesses that to make 
her characters religious would, for her, make them ‘unfathomable’. Her fictional 
characters do not adhere to any faith. 

  
Literature and religion share a common purpose in what they address and the 
purpose they serve humanity: to sustain us with stories. In a candid reflection based 
on her personal experiences, Lionel Shriver examines the intersection of literature 
and religion in this thought-provoking opening address. 

 
Richard Flanagan’s critically acclaimed sixth novel, The Narrow Road to the Deep 
North, has been praised as his most accomplished work yet, firmly establishing him 
as one of Australia’s great novelists. 
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With the novel's impetus deriving from the real-life experiences of his father, WWII 
prisoner of war Arch Flanagan, as a Japanese prisoner of war - one of Sir Edward 
‘Weary’ Dunlop’s Thousand on the Thai-Burma death railway - Flanagan explores 
the cruelty of war, the tenuousness of life and the impossibility of love in a novel of 
sweeping yet intimate scope. 

  
In this special closing address, Richard Flanagan reflects on the significance of the 
stories we leave behind and the stories behind us. 
 
Video games compete with Hollywood as the most lucrative entertainment industry 
on the planet. From Grand Theft Auto to The Last of Us, today’s video games 
feature elaborate narratives set within epic worlds. You control the gameplay. But 
who writes and develops the stories behind the games? 

 
In this major series Perth Writers Festival is inviting leading game writers and 
developers to Perth to discuss the art of writing games, the role of the writer in 
development and the future of interactive entertainment. 

 
International guests include Ubisoft lead writer Kevin Short (Watch Dogs), designer 
and writer Steven Gaynor (Gone Home, BioShock2, Bioshock Infinite), and 
developer and writer Dan Pinchbeck (Amnesia: A machine for pigs, Dear Esther.) 

 
Join ABC TV’s Good Games star Bajo and Hex as they speak with the creators 
behind the hottest game narratives in play today. 

 
Bring your favourite stories to life at our popular Perth Writers Festival Family Day 
where children of all ages have the chance to meet their favourite authors. Family 
Day is a fantastic outdoor carnival of hands-on activities for the whole family, 
including games, readings, workshops, face painting and performances. 

 
Featuring legendary children’s author Morris Gleitzman (Extra Time), international 
bestseller Catherine Jinks (City of Orphans series), funnyman Danny Katz 
(Mucked Up), master illustrator Terry Whidborne (Word Hunters), fairtyale princess 
Aleesah Darlison (The Unicorn Riders, Fang) and tiny tots’ favourite Ursula 
Dubosarsky (The Cryptic Casebook of Coco Carlomagno and Alberta) plus many 
more. 

 
Tickets for Martin Amis, Lionel Shriver, Richard Flanagan and The Game 
Changers on sale 7 Nov – 11 Nov to Friends of the Festival and to the general 
public 12 November. 
 
Full program of events will be released on 15 January, 2014. Register to receive 
your free Perth Writers Festival program at perthfestival.com.au and look for it in 
West Weekend Magazine on Saturday 18 January. 
 
BOOKINGS AND FESTIVAL INFO: 08 6488 5555 • perthfestival.com.au • Ticketek 
outlets 
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For further information, interviews or images please contact: 
 
WA MEDIA: Rania Ghandour  NATIONAL MEDIA: Miranda Brown   
+61 8 6488 8618 / 0403 025 535   +61 3 9419 0931 / 0411 568 781  
rghandour@perthfestival.com.au  miranda@mbpublicity.com.au 

  
Perth International Arts Festival 
Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, the Perth International Arts 
Festival is the longest running international arts festival in Australia and Western 
Australia’s premier cultural event. The Festival has developed a worldwide 
reputation for excellence in its international program, the presentation of new works 
and the highest quality artistic experiences for its audience.  For 61 years the 
Festival has welcomed to Perth some of the world’s greatest living artists and now 
connects with over 700,000 people each year. 

 
Jonathan Holloway is the Artistic Director 2012-2015.  
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