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CIRCA (AUSTRALIA) / DEBUSSY STRING QUARTET (FRANCE) 
 

OPUS 
 

With raw passion and aching delicacy Opus fuses the contemporary circus of 
Australia’s finest, Circa, with the dynamic music of Shostakovich played live by 
France’s Debussy String Quartet. 

 
This is a melding of music and movement to sublime effect, created by Circa’s 
Artistic Director Yaron Lifschitz. 
 
Opus takes brave leaps into new realms and the result is awe-inspiring.  This Perth 
Festival co-commission combines acrobatic artistry with orchestral charm. What is 
unleashed is a circus performance of unseen force. 

 
Perth Festival Artistic Director Jonathan Holloway said: “From one of Australia’s 
finest circus companies comes this beautiful new work, joining chamber music and 
contemporary circus to make something unique, at once delicate and powerful and 
utterly unmissable.” 

 
Circa creates circus that moves the heart, mind and soul. Artistic Director Yaron 
Lifschitz is a graduate of the University of New South Wales, University of 
Queensland and National Institute of Dramatic Arts (NIDA) where he was the 
youngest director ever accepted into its prestigious graduate director’s course. 
Since graduating, Yaron has directed over 60 productions including large-scale 
events, opera, theatre, physical theatre and circus. His work has been seen in 18 
countries, across five continents by hundreds of thousands of people. 

 
Debussy String Quartet was formed in 1990 by a group of young musicians 
studying at the Conservatoire de Lyon, France. The quartet has gained international 
renown for its exciting performances and award-winning recordings. In major 
concert halls from New York to Tokyo they perform a wide range of works, and are 
perhaps most well known for their devotion to the French repertoire, and have 
recorded the complete Shostakovich Quartets, among other works. 

 
With Circa the startling, mercurial architecture of the body (and bodies) is the 
beautifully unadorned focus.  NY Times 

 
A Nuits de Fourvière production/ Département du Rhône, coproduced with Les 
Théâtres de la ville de Luxembourg, GREC Festival of Barcelona, Le Cirque-
Théâtre d’Elbeuf, Dusseldorf Festival, Barbican Theatre, CACCV Espace Jean 
Legendre-Compiegne. 
 
This project has been assisted by the Australian Government's Major Festivals 
Initiative, managed by the Australia Council its arts funding and advisory body, in 
association with the Confederation of Australian International Arts Festivals, Perth 
International Arts Festival, Brisbane Festival and Melbourne Festival. 
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WHERE: Regal Theatre 
WHEN: Wednesday 26 February – Saturday 1 March, 7:30pm 
ARTIST TALK: Thursday 27 February, post-show. 
BOOKINGS AND FESTIVAL INFO: 08 6488 5555 • perthfestival.com.au • Ticketek 
outlets 
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For further information, interviews or images please contact: 
 
WA MEDIA: Rania Ghandour  NATIONAL MEDIA: Miranda Brown   
+61 8 6488 8618 / 0403 025 535   +61 3 9419 0931 / 0411 568 781  
rghandour@perthfestival.com.au  miranda@mbpublicity.com.au 

  
Perth International Arts Festival 
Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, the Perth International Arts 
Festival is the longest running international arts festival in Australia and Western 
Australia’s premier cultural event. The Festival has developed a worldwide 
reputation for excellence in its international program, the presentation of new works 
and the highest quality artistic experiences for its audience.  For 61 years the 
Festival has welcomed to Perth some of the world’s greatest living artists and now 
connects with over 700,000 people each year. 

 
Jonathan Holloway is the Artistic Director 2012-2015.  
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