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BAXTER THEATRE CENTRE (SOUTH AFRICA) 

 
MIES JULIE 

 
Following sell-out seasons across South Africa, New York, Edinburgh and London, 
Perth Festival is delighted to welcome Cape Town’s Baxter Theatre Centre’s 
exclusive Australian performance of Mies Julie. Internationally acclaimed director 
Yael Farber’s raw and explosive, multi-award winning production updates August 
Strindberg’s nineteenth-century classic in a savage and unflinching critique of post-
apartheid South Africa.  
 
Perth Festival Artistic Director Jonathan Holloway said: “The sexual tension and the 
explosive power of the show are absolutely unbelievable. Mies Julie is an example 
of what happens when you take an original piece of theatre and re-make it in a way 
that speaks to modern society but in a different place. The power of a classic text 
like Mies Julie tells us so much about South Africa, about society the family, and 
human power. This is total theatre.” 
 
It is the night of Freedom Day and the inhabitants of a desolate farm are taken up by 
the annual celebrations of South Africa’s first democratic elections. Fuelled by the 
revelry, the Afrikaans farm owner’s daughter and one of the labourers initiate a cat-
and-mouse game of seduction that escalates, bringing generations’ worth of 
injustice and pent-up resentments to a boil in a ferocious unfettering of primal 
passion.  
 
Mies Julie tackles the complexities of contemporary South African society through a 
masterful use of allegory. As the characters precipitate down their vertiginous spiral 
of eroticism and self-destruction, unresolved issues of race, power, land restitution 
and ancestral rights are brought to the fore, exposing the wounded psyche of a 
divided nation still haunted by the ghost of apartheid. 
 
Widely hailed as the best adaptation of Strindberg’s play to date, Farber’s Mies 
Julie has received over 30 5-star reviews and a row of accolades, including the 
Best of the Edinburgh Fringe Award, was short listed for the Amnesty Freedom of 
Expression Award, and was ranked amongst the top 10 theatre productions of 2012 
by both The Guardian and The New York Times.  
 
Yael Farber is one of the most esteemed theatre directors and playwrights working 
in South Africa today. Hard-hitting and controversial, her plays are devoted to 
probing and uncovering truth while maintaining the highest artistic standards. Over 
the last decade, her productions have toured the world extensively, receiving 
exuberant praise and a multitude of prestigious theatre honours, including South 
African Artist of the Year, three South African Best Director Awards, and two 
Scotsman Fringe Awards. 
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Miss Julie has never raged quite so fiercely as she does in this searing and 
fearless new version by Yael Farber. Brilliant. ★★★★★ THE GUARDIAN 
 
This South African take on Strindberg’s Miss Julie… is something very 
special indeed. It is by a mile the most thrilling and explosively sexual 
production of the play I have ever seen. ★★★★★ THE DAILY TELEGRAPH 
(UK) 
 
Gets you watching as if your life depended on it. Adding race and land rights 
to Strindberg's sex and class war improves on the original and packs such a 
punch, you wonder why it hasn't been done before. Generates a serious erotic 
threat. Magnificent. ★★★★★ THE SUNDAY TIMES (UK)  
 
Directed by Yael Farber 
WHERE: Octagon Theatre, UWA 
WHEN: Fri 7 February – Thurs 13 February, 7:30pm (and 1:30pm on Sat 8 Feb) 
ARTIST TALK: Sunday 9 February, post-show. 
BOOKINGS AND FESTIVAL INFO: 08 6488 5555 • perthfestival.com.au • Ticketek 
outlets 
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For further information, interviews or images please contact: 
 
WA MEDIA: Rania Ghandour  NATIONAL MEDIA: Miranda Brown   
+61 8 6488 8618 / 0403 025 535   +61 3 9419 0931 / 0411 568 781  
rghandour@perthfestival.com.au  miranda@mbpublicity.com.au 

  
Perth International Arts Festival 
Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, the Perth International Arts 
Festival is the longest running international arts festival in Australia and Western 
Australia’s premier cultural event. The Festival has developed a worldwide 
reputation for excellence in its international program, the presentation of new works 
and the highest quality artistic experiences for its audience.  For 61 years the 
Festival has welcomed to Perth some of the world’s greatest living artists and now 
connects with over 700,000 people each year. 
 
Jonathan Holloway is the Artistic Director 2012-2015.  
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