
 
 
Media Release 

Australian Exclusive / Premiere 
ROBERT WILSON (USA) 

 
KRAPP’S LAST TAPE 

 
It is an immense honour for the Perth International Arts Festival to welcome back 
Robert Wilson, one of the undisputed theatrical geniuses of our time. After bringing 
Bertolt Brecht’s The Threepenny Opera to last year’s Festival, the visionary director 
returns with the Australian exclusive of Samuel Beckett’s bitter, funny and ironic 
one-man play Krapp’s Last Tape, stepping into the shoes of the titular protagonist 
in his first stage performance in almost a decade.   

 
Perth Festival Artistic Director Jonathan Holloway said: “The fact that Robert Wilson 
is performing, which is a very rare thing, is fabulous. He is an exceptional stage 
actor. He is also arguably the greatest theatre-maker on the planet, here performing, 
lighting, staging, and directing the work of one of the greatest theatre writers who 
ever lived. The clash of Beckett and Wilson creates fantastic theatrical fireworks.” 

 
Krapp sits in his den on his 69th birthday, alone but for the company of a tape 
recorder. Listening to memoirs recorded by his younger self brings Krapp into a 
riotous struggle with the ghost of his past, the resulting confrontation with mortality 
thrusting him to the very edge of reason and deep into the abyss that lies beyond.  

 
The lyrical minimalism of Samuel Beckett’s text and Robert Wilson’s signature visual 
exuberance come together in sublime synergy, offering a radical reinvention of the 
Irish master’s play as triumphant as it is audacious. White-faced and open-mouthed, 
Wilson rages across the intricately designed stage to an elaborate choreography 
involving 200 light cues. This radiant, electrifying spectacle offers a breathtaking 
example of avant-garde theatre at its best.  

 
Robert Wilson is a theatrical legend, an avant-garde visionary whose body of work 
has decisively shaped the face of theatre today. The New York Times described him 
as “a towering figure in the world of experimental theatre,” while Susan Sontag said 
of his career: “it has the signature of a major artistic creation. I can't think of any 
body of work as large or as influential.” After the resounding success of The 
Threepenny Opera in 2013, Wilson returns to Perth to take on the work of another 
theatre giant, Samuel Beckett.    
 
A daringly glacial interpretation… highly effective and more unsettling than 
any previous Krapp. THE GUARDIAN 

 
Robert Wilson delivers a beautifully stylish and balletic Krapp's Last Tape, 
peeling his banana with studied intensity and gawping at his own past like a 
shock-haired amalgam of Buster Keaton and Dr Caligari. THE INDEPENDENT 

 
WHERE: His Majesty’s Theatre 
WHEN: Saturday 22 February (5pm & 8pm) – Sunday 23 February (1pm). 
BOOKINGS AND FESTIVAL INFO: 08 6488 5555 • perthfestival.com.au • Ticketek 
outlets 
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For further information, interviews or images please contact: 
 
WA MEDIA: Rania Ghandour  NATIONAL MEDIA: Miranda Brown   
+61 8 6488 8618 / 0403 025 535   +61 3 9419 0931 / 0411 568 781  
rghandour@perthfestival.com.au  miranda@mbpublicity.com.au 

  
Perth International Arts Festival 
Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, the Perth International Arts 
Festival is the longest running international arts festival in Australia and Western 
Australia’s premier cultural event. The Festival has developed a worldwide 
reputation for excellence in its international program, the presentation of new works 
and the highest quality artistic experiences for its audience.  For 61 years the 
Festival has welcomed to Perth some of the world’s greatest living artists and now 
connects with over 700,000 people each year. 

 
Jonathan Holloway is the Artistic Director 2012-2015.  
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