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HAZE 

 
The Beijing Dance Theatre, one of China’s most exciting dance companies, 
presents Haze, a resplendent portrayal of human movement and human nature. 
Majestically choreographed, staged and lit by the company’s three founders – Wang 
Yuanyuan, Tan Shaoyuan and Han Jiang – Haze channels the tension between 
China’s complex struggle with centuries-old traditions and its headlong rush into the 
future. 

 
Onto a stark and unlit stage, dancers enter to the low hum of white noise. Haze is 
the fog of pollution, literal as well as figurative, that hangs over our globalised 
planet. As a creative response to the current environmental and economic crises, 
the production delivers a vigorous wake-up call, presenting the individual’s relation 
to the world through a triple-layered metaphor that embraces the individual, 
civilisation and the modern era in a work of rapturous beauty,  

 
In front of an anonymous and domineering cityscape, the stage is shrouded by thick 
clouds of smoke, masterfully evoking the oppression and alienation of a world faced 
with financial meltdown and environmental catastrophe. Haunted and driven by a 
soundscape that blends Biosphere’s ambient electronica with Henryk Górecki’s 
“Symphony No. 3”, the work places the dancers on soft and unsteady ground, a 
cushioned floor that creates both uncertainty and protection. With every step, they 
are thrown off balance, heightening the dramatic pace, while enabling a daring 
breadth of physicality that would have otherwise been impossible. 

 
Perth Festival Artistic Director Jonathan Holloway said: “The Bejing Dance Theatre 
is one of a handful of extraordinary dance companies emerging from the new artistic 
scene in China, and choreographer Wang Yuanyuan is hailed as one of the 
formidable talents of the budding modern dance sector. Haze itself is a large-scale 
theatrical and dance bravura, with 18 dancers performing to some of the most 
exquisite music ever written. This is where dance and visual theatre meet.” 
 
As resident choreographer of the National Ballet of China, Wang Yuanyuan 
established an international reputation through successes such as Raise the Red 
Lantern and her Chinese version of Nutcracker. Since co-founding the Beijing 
Dance Theater in 2008, she devotes her art to salient, often controversial topics, 
taking advantage of the artistic freedoms afforded by contemporary dance. 
 
The company doesn’t merely dance splendidly, it dances ferociously. 
LA TIMES 
 
When the dancers fall on their backs or knees or sides, they bounce. They do 
so elegantly, but nevertheless look vulnerable, launching themselves 
repeatedly, without protection. The effect is uncanny, illustrating a theme of 
environmental and economic instability. THE NEW YORKER 
 
Choreographed by Wang Yuanyuan 
Visual Director and Set Design by Tan Shaoyuan 
Lighting Design by Han Jiang 

 



 
 
WHERE: His Majesty’s Theatre 
WHEN: Thursday 27 February – Saturday 1 March, 7:30pm. 
ARTIST TALK: Friday 28 February, post-show. 
BOOKINGS AND FESTIVAL INFO: 08 6488 5555 • perthfestival.com.au • Ticketek 
outlets 
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WA MEDIA: Rania Ghandour  NATIONAL MEDIA: Miranda Brown   
+61 8 6488 8618 / 0403 025 535   +61 3 9419 0931 / 0411 568 781  
rghandour@perthfestival.com.au  miranda@mbpublicity.com.au 

  
Perth International Arts Festival 
Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, the Perth International Arts 
Festival is the longest running international arts festival in Australia and Western 
Australia’s premier cultural event. The Festival has developed a worldwide 
reputation for excellence in its international program, the presentation of new works 
and the highest quality artistic experiences for its audience.  For 61 years the 
Festival has welcomed to Perth some of the world’s greatest living artists and now 
connects with over 700,000 people each year. 

 
Jonathan Holloway is the Artistic Director 2012-2015.  
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