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2014 CONTEMPORARY MUSIC PROGRAM 
 
The Chevron Festival Gardens will once again become the musical hub of the city 
this February. With a jam-packed Contemporary Music program of 24 individually 
curated shows as well as the eclectic backyard-style hangout and bar, it is the 
perfect place to relax with friends and enjoy a drink while listening to the sounds of 
the best international and Australian acts. This year, Perth audiences are spoilt for 
choice with a superb line-up that ranges from hip-hop royalty Public Enemy to the 
smoke-and-whisky vocals of Madeleine Peyroux. Add to that great DJing from 
Dutch masters Radio Barkas every night, boutique beers and a whole new food 
menu, and the Gardens are the ultimate pop-up Festival hangout. 
 
Perth Festival Artistic Director Jonathan Holloway said: “The Contemporary Music 
program really is packed with the most interesting musical acts from around the 
world. As a city we are so fortunate to be able to revel in balmy summer nights filled 
with outstanding music. From soul, to alt-country, electronica, hip-hop, jazz and 
more, there is something for everyone.” 
 
For one night only The National will make a triumphant return to Perth in one of the 
most beautiful outdoor settings, Belvoir Amphitheatre. The Brooklyn based luminaries 
are a powerful and poetic force, their triumphant vignettes resonating live with 
achingly beautiful imagery, making them one of the most enigmatic bands in the 
world. 
 
Hip-hop legends Public Enemy (USA) will have the Chevron Festival Gardens 
bouncing as they bring their unique, layered avant-garde inspired sound to Perth for 
one show only. Incorporating sirens, skittering turntable scratches, and cleverly 
juxtaposed musical and spoken samples, Public Enemy re-wrote the rules of hip-hop 
when they exploded onto the scene in the late 1980s. DJ Shadow (USA) is the gold 
standard in experimental, instrumental hip-hop and this veteran of the electronic 
music scene will display a whole new take on his typical mixing style. Ebony Bones 
(UK) brings her unique swagger and fearless vocals to paint a scene of swelling 
orchestral strings, arresting vocal loops and electronic pulses. Embarking on the near 
impossible, DJ Food, DJ Cheeba and DJ Moneyshot (UK) weave together every 
sample from the Beastie Boys’ tour de force album, Paul’s Boutique, with a 
cappellas, interviews and the Beasties’ own audio commentary into a fresh yet 
nostalgic audio-visual experience. Ladi6 (NZ) is a young songstress who commands 
the stage with soul and hip-hop inflections, infused with deep, slowly shifting beats, to 
create a hypnotic, summery tonic. Joining Ladi6 in a double-bill is Home Brew (NZ) 
who meld hip-hop with melodic horn lines and guitar riffs – a recipe for boisterously 
good times. 
 
A king of modern soul and an integral part of music history, Booker T Jones (USA) 
is all bedrock grooves and swinging bass and drums. His performance in Perth 
celebrates his return to Stax Recrords, the Memphis label that that the legendary 
soul-man helped put on the map in the 1960s. Charles Bradley (USA), nicknamed 
the Screaming Eagle of Soul, mixes heartbreak and desperation with lashes of hope 
to tell psychedelic love stories. His late-in-life career surge is remarkable; for years 
he hitchhiked around the USA, working odd jobs, until he was discovered 
impersonating James Brown in a smoky Brooklyn bar. Robert Glasper Experiment 
featuring Roy Ayers (UK/USA) infuses jazz, hip-hop and RnB to create a sound that 

 



 
erases boundaries. The unique collaboration of Grammy-award winner Glapser and 
soul-jazz pioneer Ayers promises to surprise and inspire. 
 
Olafur Arnalds (Iceland) is a multi-instrumentalist who layers strings, ambient 
effects, pop harmonies and restrained beats to ooze an ethereal magnetism. He is 
joined in a double bill by Keaton Henson (UK), an artist, poet and folk troubadour 
who traverses the rocky ground of new found and newly lost love with a tenderness 
that will move you to the core. Part indie-rock, part cinematic swell, with a healthy 
dash of electronica and soaring vocals, avant-pop composer and multi-
instrumentalist Julia Holter (USA) harnesses the energy coursing through her music 
to make you feel truly alive. Madeleine Peyroux (USA) is poised to set the Gardens 
aglow with a voice laced with lustrous grain and quirky charm. The Billie Holiday 
comparisons are fitting as she captivates with beautiful timbre and impeccable taste 
in material. Altan (Ireland) combine fiddles, guitar, bouzouki, a celebratory tempo, 
and otherworldy vocals to create an intoxicating live event that imbues the music of 
their homeland with a fresh and bewitching charm. Post-punk pioneers Wire (UK) 
rose to prominence in the 1970s, and nearly 40 years on their sound is still incredibly 
intense. Unleashing the perfect juxtaposition of sweet sentiment with razor-sharp 
musicality, art-punk’s prolific forefathers are as fiercely magnetic today as they ever 
were. 
 
Imaginative and majestic, Okkervil River (USA) sit at the warming nexus of indie 
rock and folk. Moving between breezy buoyancy and sophisticated calm, they are a 
band that holds an inherent magic that should not be missed. Austra (Canada) will 
lead you straight to the dancefloor with operatic flair, high drama, moody electronics 
and retro echoes. Led by the powerful, tremulous voice of Katie Stelmanis, Austra 
are proudly unrestrained by genre boundaries. With a rich bartitone laid over a heady 
mix of alt-country and electronica, Daugh Gibson (USA) pens haunting ballads as 
he narrates alluring portrayals of nostalgia, love and loss. Joining him in a double bill 
will be Melbourne songbird Owl Eyes. Mikhael Paskalev (Norway) has found 
himself on a meteoric rise as he shares his unique brand of alt-country infused indie 
pop with the world. Energetic and shamelessly catchy, Paskalev’s songs are the 
perfect soundtrack to a balmy summer night in Perth. 
 
Heading up a diversely strong Australian component of the program, Grammy Award 
winning Wally De Backer (Gotye) brings 1960s pop sensibilities and irrefutable charm 
in The Basics, a sublime live band with harmonies, witty banter and amazing songs. 
Ta-Ku is one of Australia’s most progressive live producers and here he curates a 
night of dazzling local talent. Expect a night of hip-hop beats with a soulful, 
dancefloor edge. A night filled with the Spinning Top Music roster will see Pond 
unleash their warm psychedelic magic, along with Felicity Groom, The Silents, the 
mysterious AAA Aardvark Getdown Services, and DJ Lady Carla. 100 Million 
Nights is a mesmeric sonic and visual feast that features Canyons’ emotive psych, 
folk and house sounds combined with Daniel Boyd’s dynamic visuals. Husky’s 
seductive folk gems are marked by strong melodies and delicate intonations while 
powerful keys add funk, jazz and theatrics. And join Yirra Yaakin as they celebrate 
21 years as WA’s leading Aboriginal performing arts company in a magical evening 
of live music, dance and song, both traditional and contemporary. 
 
Check out the full program at perthfestival.com.au and start planning an 
unforgettable month of music that will satisfy all tastes. 
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FULL PROGRAM 
Booker T Jones – Thursday 6 February 
#Together feat. Ta-Ku – Saturday 8 February 
The Basics – Sunday 9 February 
Julia Holter – Monday 10 February 
100 Million Nights – Tuesday 11 February 
Ialaru: A Celebration (Yirra Yaakin) – Wednesday 12 February 
Ladi6 + Home Brew – Thursday 13 February 
The National (Belvoir Amphitheatre) – Friday 14 February 
Husky – Friday 14 February 
DJ Shadow – Saturday 15 February 
Ebony Bones – Sunday 16 February 
Austra – Monday 17 February 
DJ Food, DJ Cheeba & DJ Moneyshot – Tuesday 18 February 
Okkervil River – Wednesday 19 February 
Olafur Arnalds + Keaton Henson – Thursday 20 February 
Daughn Gibson + Owl Eyes – Friday 21 February 
Pond, AAA Aardvark Getdown Services, Felicity Groom, The Silents – Sat 22 Feb 
Altan – Sunday 23 February 
Wire – Monday 24 February 
Charles Bradley – Tuesday 25 February 
Madeleine Peyroux – Wednesday 26 February 
Robert Glasper Experiment feat. Roy Ayers – Thursday 27 February 
Public Enemy – Friday 28 February 
Mikhael Paskalev – Saturday 1 March 
*Please note Alice Russell is no longer appearing at the Festival. 
 
BOOKINGS AND FESTIVAL INFO: 08 6488 5555 • perthfestival.com.au • Ticketek 
outlets 
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For further information, interviews or images please contact: 
 
WA MEDIA: Emma Poletti   NATIONAL MEDIA: Miranda Brown   
+61 8 6488 8637 / 0401 752 927   +61 3 9419 0931 / 0411 568 781  
epoletti@perthfestival.com.au  miranda@mbpublicity.com.au 
 
Perth International Arts Festival 
Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, the Perth International Arts 
Festival is the longest running international arts festival in Australia and Western 
Australia’s premier cultural event. The Festival has developed a worldwide 
reputation for excellence in its international program, the presentation of new works 
and the highest quality artistic experiences for its audience.  For 61 years the 
Festival has welcomed to Perth some of the world’s greatest living artists and now 
connects with over 700,000 people each year. 

 
Jonathan Holloway is the Artistic Director 2012-2015.  
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