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BETWEEN THE DESERT AND THE DEEP BLUE SEA 
A SYMPHONY FOR PERTH 

 
Perth International Arts Festival needs your help to create an exciting new project, 
Between the Desert and the Deep Blue Sea: A Symphony for Perth.  
 
What does Perth sound like? What are those quintessential noises that link you to this 
city? Is it the toll of the bell tower? The laughter of your kids running through the 
sprinkler? The crash of the sea?  
 
In the months leading up to the Festival we invite you to send us your recordings and 
ideas of our city in sound.   
 
From this starting point Tod Machover, composer and professor at MIT’s Media Lab 
(it was his students who were inspired to create Guitar Hero), will craft a symphony 
tailor-made for Perth, to be played live for the first time by Western Australian 
Symphony Orchestra, conducted by Carolyn Kuan. 
 
Perth Festival Artistic Director Jonathan Holloway said: “Between the Desert and the 
Deep Blue Sea is about how one can take new technology and ancient storytelling 
and weave them together in a way that makes it relevant modern, exciting, forward-
looking.” 
 
“This is the next frontier for the arts, and if you were going to team up with anyone on 
the planet to do that you would go to MIT Media Lab and Tod Machover.” 
 
Tod Machover is the head of MIT’s Media Lab, a centre of innovation, technology, 
ideas and creativity. Machover's compositions have been commissioned and 
performed by many of the world's most prestigious performers including Kronos 
Quartet, London Sinfonietta and the Boston Pops. 
 
He has invented many new technologies for music, including hyperinstruments for 
some of the world's greatest musicians, from Yo-Yo Ma to Prince. 
 
In the first half of the concert hear some of the most exciting and dynamic music 
being written today, for the rapidly developing and surprisingly sophisticated world of 
gaming.  Games, like films, are underscored by rich symphonic suites which can shift 
the mood in a moment, sweeping from exultation to sorrow, from fear to victory faster 
than you can shout Wii.   
 
Uniting the console and the concert hall, WASO perform the live soundtrack to some 
of the greatest games which are projected city-size above them.  
 
Between the Desert and the Deep Blue Sea: A Symphony for Perth is an 
interactive musical feast.  
 
Record your favourite sounds and check perthfestival.com.au for instructions on how 
to send them to us. Then join us for this fitting Festival finale! 
 

-continues- 

 



 
 
Our most precious creative resource is not necessarily crowds of eager, 
iPhone-wielding amateurs, but rather a few utopian-minded geniuses like 
Machover who believe there are better and more fun ways to make music than 
sitting alone in a room. TORONTO LIFE 
 
WHERE: Perth Concert Hall 
WHEN: 1 March, 7:30pm. 
ARTIST TALK: Pre-show on stage at 6:30pm. 
BOOKINGS AND FESTIVAL INFO: 08 6488 5555 • perthfestival.com.au • Ticketek 
outlets 
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For further information, interviews or images please contact: 
 
WA MEDIA: Rania Ghandour  NATIONAL MEDIA: Miranda Brown   
+61 8 6488 8618 / 0403 025 535  +61 3 9419 0931 / 0411 568 78 
rghandour@perthfestival.com.au  miranda@mbpublicity.com.au 
  
Perth International Arts Festival 
Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, the Perth International Arts 
Festival is the longest running international arts festival in Australia and Western 
Australia’s premier cultural event. The Festival has developed a worldwide reputation 
for excellence in its international program, the presentation of new works and the 
highest quality artistic experiences for its audience.  For 61 years the Festival has 
welcomed to Perth some of the world’s greatest living artists and now connects with 
over 700,000 people each year. 
 
Jonathan Holloway is the Artistic Director 2012-2015.  
 

 

mailto:rghandour@perthfestival.com.au
mailto:miranda@mbpublicity.com.au

