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Australian Premiere 
BATSHEVA DANCE COMPANY (ISRAEL) 

 
DECA DANCE / SADEH21 

 
This Festival, Perth celebrates the incredible 50-year history of the illustrious Batsheva 
Dance Company with a perfect night of dance from one of the world’s finest companies. 
Performing in Australia for the first time, Tel Aviv-based Batsheva bring with them two 
captivating productions, Deca Dance and Sadeh21. These works lead dance lovers on 
a choreographic journey of raw vitality and immense power, as bodies are translated into 
kinetic works of living visual art.  
 
Perth Festival Artistic Director Jonathan Holloway said: “Batsheva bring two utterly 
contrasting works to Perth. Sadeh21 is beautiful and powerful, infused with the spirit of 
Israel, while Deca Dance is a 20-year retrospective of one of the world’s great 
companies. It’s brilliantly danced, and just joyous – uplifting, energetic, and so moving. I 
was left speechless. Ohad Naharin has created one of the great dance vocabularies.” 
 
Deca Dance borrows from and re-edits a staggeringly impressive 20-year repertoire into 
a curated compilation of Naharin’s seminal moments, crafting a single production of 
disarming emotion. In this Australian exclusive, there is ecstasy and vulnerability, 
ritualistic ensembles and mesmeric solos. Different worlds are explored, transformed 
and presented as something astonishingly new. The company’s devotion to adventurous 
concepts pours over into a boldly playful score, weaving Arabic to eclectic Western 
music in a perfect musical accompaniment to the kaleidoscope of colour, movement and 
form. Deca Dance is an engaging collage from a choreographic master.  
 
Defiantly abstract and intensely emotional, Sadeh21 captivates. Naharin sculpts with 
space and silence to produce a masterpiece bounding with originality and passion. 
These dancers are like no other – their movements seemingly with a life all their own, yet 
in total control. Themes sway from the political to the playful in a journey that explores, 
and pushes, boundaries. Projecting both strength and a poignant vulnerability, the 
dancers’ electrifying bodies move with magnetism, not allowing you to take your eyes off 
for a moment. 
 
Ohad Naharin is an acclaimed Israeli choreographer who has led Batsheva Dance 
Company since 1990, with astounding energy and wit. His name is synonymous with the 
future of contemporary dance. Movements pulsate with history and heart, politics and 
place, and the results are startling. In a collision of fiery individualism, Batsheva are a 
formidable force, evocatively telling stories with Gaga, Naharin’s unique language of 
movement.   
 
Life, vivid and vital life: that’s really what everyone, in performance or protest, is 
exalting here. THE STANDARD (UK) 
 
It is to the credit of the 16 dancers — all wonderful in their commitment, energy 
and precision — that Mr. Naharin’s weird and wonderful poetry of the body speaks 
so clearly. NY TIMES 
 
Choreographed by Ohad Naharin  
 

-continues- 

 



 
 
 
WHERE: Heath Ledger Theatre, State Theatre Centre of WA 
WHEN: Deca Dance:  Sunday 9 February, 5pm. Monday 10 – Wed 12, 7:30pm. 
  Sadeh21: Friday 14 Feb – Monday 17 Feb, 7:30pm (Sun show is at 5pm). 
ARTIST TALK: Deca Dance - Tues 11 Feb, post-show. 

  Sadeh 21 - Sun 16 Feb, post-show. 
BOOKINGS AND FESTIVAL INFO: 08 6488 5555 • perthfestival.com.au • Ticketek 
outlets 
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For further information, interviews or images please contact: 
WA MEDIA: Rania Ghandour  NATIONAL MEDIA: Miranda Brown    
+61 8 6488 8618 / 0403 025 535   +61 3 9419 0931 / 0411 568 781  
rghandour@perthfestival.com.au  miranda@mbpublicity.com.au 
  
Perth International Arts Festival 
Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, the Perth International Arts 
Festival is the longest running international arts festival in Australia and Western 
Australia’s premier cultural event. The Festival has developed a worldwide reputation for 
excellence in its international program, the presentation of new works and the highest 
quality artistic experiences for its audience.  For 61 years the Festival has welcomed to 
Perth some of the world’s greatest living artists and now connects with over 700,000 
people each year. 
 
Jonathan Holloway is the Artistic Director 2012-2015.  
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