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By Denis O’Hare and Lisa Peterson (USA) 

 
AN ILIAD 

 
The Trojan War is waged anew in the natural scenic beauty of Perth’s Sunken 
Gardens, as Denis O’Hare and Lisa Peterson bring their award-winning production 
of An Iliad to Australia for the first time. Peterson directs her co-adaptor O’Hare in a 
virtuoso one-man performance, transposing Homer’s immortal poem of gods and 
goddesses, undying love and endless battles into the modern day.  

 
Over 100 emotional and profoundly entertaining minutes, O’Hare guides an epic 
storytelling experience. Bringing the passion, betrayal, bloodshed and retribution of 
Homer’s Iliad to life, An Iliad explores humanity’s unshakeable attraction to 
violence, destruction and chaos. Its enigmatic stories reverberate with today’s 
headlines. Haunting, exhilarating, and compulsively captivating, An Iliad is a 
phenomenal tour de force that speaks volumes about the human condition.  

 
Perth Festival Artistic Director Jonathan Holloway said: “Harnessing Homer’s 
timeless truths on human nature and war, Denis O’Hare and Lisa Peterson have 
updated the classic text with modern spirit and vernacular, delivered in O’Hare’s 
spellbinding performance. Rarely has the stage seen such a perfect marriage of the 
classic and the modern.”  

 
An Iliad co-writer and star, Denis O’Hare, is an internationally acclaimed actor, 
known for his roles in HBO’s True Blood and American Horror Story. In addition to 
numerous film and TV performances, he has enjoyed a long and highly successful 
career in theatre, distinguished through such Broadway roles as Oscar Linquist in 
Sweet Charity and his Tony Award-winning performance in Take Me Out. His solo 
act in An Iliad won the prestigious OBIE and Lortel theatre awards. 

 
Lisa Peterson is an OBIE and Dramalogue-winning director and playwright. A 
fixture of New York’s Off-Broadway circuit, she has directed many classic plays as 
well as contemporary works. 
 
O’Hare’s solo performance is nothing short of mesmerizing. An Iliad is a 
starkly powerful experience that leaves you with not just a sense of the horror 
and absurdity of war, but also its inevitability… this is theatrical storytelling at 
its most vital. THE BOSTON GLOBE 

 
Mr. O’Hare and Ms. Peterson have telescoped the mighty expanses of 
Homer’s great poem into an evening that scales the conflict of the Trojan War 
down to an intimate solo show illuminating both the heroism and the horror of 
warfare. THE NEW YORK TIMES 

 
The language sears impossible-to-stage tableaux of death and destruction on 
your mind's eye. By listening we see—almost more than our hearts can bear. 
An Iliad is pure theater: shocking, glorious, primal and deeply satisfying. TIME 
OUT NEW YORK 
 
 

-continues- 

 



 
 
 
Directed by Lisa Peterson 
Starring Denis O’Hare 
Adapted by Denis O’Hare and Lisa Peterson 
Based on Homer’s Iliad, translated by Robert Fagles 

 
WHERE: Sunken Gardens, UWA 
WHEN: Sun 16 – Wed 19, Fri 21 – Sun 23, Tue 25, Wed 26 Feb, 8pm. 
ARTIST TALK: Wed 19 Feb, post-show 
 
WHERE: Albany Entertainment Centre 
WHEN: Fri 28 Feb, 8pm 
 
BOOKINGS AND FESTIVAL INFO: 08 6488 5555 • perthfestival.com.au • Ticketek 
outlets 
 
Supported by 
 
UNGAR FAMILY FOUNDATION 
 
For further information, interviews or images please contact: 
 
WA MEDIA: Rania Ghandour  NATIONAL MEDIA: Miranda Brown 
+61 8 6488 8618 / 0403 025 535   +61 3 9419 0931 / 0411 568 781 
rghandour@perthfestival.com.au  miranda@mbpublicity.com.au 

  
Perth International Arts Festival 
Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, the Perth International Arts 
Festival is the longest running international arts festival in Australia and Western 
Australia’s premier cultural event. The Festival has developed a worldwide 
reputation for excellence in its international program, the presentation of new works 
and the highest quality artistic experiences for its audience.  For 61 years the 
Festival has welcomed to Perth some of the world’s greatest living artists and now 
connects with over 700,000 people each year. 

 
Jonathan Holloway is the Artistic Director 2012-2015.  
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