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A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM (AS YOU LIKE IT) 

 
From one of the modern masters of the Russian avant garde comes the Australian 
exclusive performance of A Midsummer Night’s Dream (As You Like It), Dmitry 
Krymov’s euphoric re-imagining of history’s first great love story, produced by the 
Royal Shakespeare Company. Stripping Shakespeare’s classic of all but the 
mechanicals, Krymov invents a wonderfully rich and expansive fantasy, and lays 
bare the beauty of Pyramus and Thisbe. 

 
At the heart of the exuberant production beats a love story, but endless magic whirls 
all around. Fruit, flowers and brilliant 10-foot puppets. An opera singer, two acrobats 
and a performing Jack Russell. Dazzlingly executed, Shakespeare’s great play is 
imbued with tenderness and playful spectacle. Every moment of the theatrical romp 
is original, surprising and visually stunning, crafted with humour and Krymov’s 
inimitable flair. As the title hints, this is A Midsummer Night’s Dream with a twist – 
presented as Krymov likes it.  

 
Perth Festival Artistic Director Jonathan Holloway said: “Where A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream opens with order, fairies and beauty, Krymov turns it on its head. 
From the first moment, it’s immersed in chaos – this is theatre sawn from wood, 
strapped together from buckets and found objects, it’s one of the most incredible 
things you’ll see in your life! And yet it has moments of absolute clarity. Its humanity 
is beautiful. It speaks an international language that mesmerises the audience, it 
could not have been created anywhere but Moscow.” 

 
Coming to Australia for the first time, Dmitry Krymov is one of the most notable 
figures in contemporary Russian theatre. Having designed over a hundred 
productions at home in Russia and abroad, Krymov’s fiercely unique work fuses art, 
prose, poetry and popular culture to re-imagine classic stories through a prism of 
expressive and striking design. He made his directorial debut in 2002, impressing 
legendary avant-garde director Anatoly Vasiliev. Krymov was invited to join 
Vasiliev’s prestigious School of Dramatic Art, founding the experimental collective 
Dmitry Krymov’s Theatre Laboratory in 2004.  

 
The more I think about the piece, the more profundity and joy I find in it, 
intertwined like lovers, at once silly and euphoric. FINANCIAL TIMES (UK) 

 
A hilarious piece of controlled anarchy… a show that makes you grieve for a 
fallen puppet while also delighting in an acrobat's ability to perch on another 
man's head and produce a bouquet from his left trouser-leg. THE GUARDIAN 

 
Directed by Dmitry Krymov  
Designed by Vera Martynova 
Performed in Russian with English subtitles 
WHERE: His Majesty’s Theatre  
WHEN: Monday 17 February – Wednesday 19 February, 7:30pm 
ARTIST TALK: Tuesday 18 February, post-show. 
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Perth International Arts Festival 
Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, the Perth International Arts 
Festival is the longest running international arts festival in Australia and Western 
Australia’s premier cultural event. The Festival has developed a worldwide 
reputation for excellence in its international program, the presentation of new works 
and the highest quality artistic experiences for its audience.  For 61 years the 
Festival has welcomed to Perth some of the world’s greatest living artists and now 
connects with over 700,000 people each year. 

 
Jonathan Holloway is the Artistic Director 2012-2015.  
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