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Talented, energetic and youthful, the Hungarian Kelemen Quartet is quickly gaining a reputation as one 
of the world’s most exciting young chamber ensembles. Coming to Australia in 2014 for their first 
Australian tour with Musica Viva, the Quartet will perform a special concert as part of the  
Perth Festival on Monday, 17 February. 
 
Combining youthful brilliance with the finest Hungarian tradition, the Kelemen Quartet’s energetic flair, 
fierce artistic commitment and striking charisma won it the Musica Viva Prize at the Melbourne 
International Chamber Music Competition in 2011. 
 
Their debut national tour offers repertoire that suits them perfectly. The fine classical polish of Haydn 
and Beethoven, or the rich melodies of Tchaikovsky, set the more visceral beauty of Bartók – arguably 
the greatest Hungarian composer and one close to the Quartet’s hearts. 
 
The Kelemens have also been entrusted with a major task: bringing to life a new string quartet by 
beloved Australian composer Ross Edwards commissioned by Kim Williams AM. His ‘Summer Dances’ 
are a wonderful match for this young ensemble. In Spring 2011, on the Quartet’s first US tour, the Dallas 
News, highlighting “the most electrifying string-quartet concert in recent memory”, praised the 
ensemble’s “highly inflected and vividly interactive music-making”.  
 
All four of the Kelemen Quartet’s members are prizewinning soloists and close-knit both professionally 
and personally. The Quartet’s leader, Barnabás Kelemen, and its viola player, Katalin Kokas, are 
Professors of Violin at Budapest’s Franz Liszt Music Academy; Kelemen performs internationally as a 
concerto soloist and conductor, while Kokas is founding artistic director of the International Chamber 
Music Festival in the Hungarian city of Kaposvár. Second violinist Gábor Homoki studied with both 
Kelemen and Kokas in Budapest, and cellist Dóra Kokas – a student of László Mező and Miklós Perényi at 
the Franz Liszt Academy – is Katalin’s younger sister.  
 
The Kelemen Quartet | Monday, February 17, 7.30pm 

Perth Concert Hall, 5 St Georges Terrace, Perth 

Tickets: W musicaviva.com.au P 1800 688 482 
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