
 
 

LOOK LEFT LOOK RIGHT 
YOU ONCE SAID YES 

 
The Project 
 
In 2011 LLLR created You Once Said Yes, a promenade one on one experience 
that premiered at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival in August 2011. The show transfered 
to London in June 2012 playing at the presigeous Roundhouse in Camden as part of 
the LIFT Festival. The show then went on to the Lowry in Manchester and Nuffiled 
Theatre, Southampton. Each time being rewritten for the city in which it is based.  
 
Starting at a venue You Once Said Yes uses the canvas of a city as it's backdrop 
and as audience members are set off one at a time they encounter the various 
characters that inhabit the city. The show is performed 20 times a day with audience 
members departing every 10 minutes.  
 
The show took the Edinburgh Fringe festival by storm – selling out within days and 
winning a Fringe First Award and the Total Theatre Award for Innovation. You Once 
Said Yes received rave reviews including - 5* The Telegraph, 5* WhatsOnStage, 4* 
The Guardian, 4* Evening Standard, 4* The List, 'Stage Must See' The Stage. 
  
Press Quotes 
 
***** The Telegraph “A show that invites you to run with an unfolding series of one-
on-one encounters across the city…it’s magical and unforgettable.” 
 
**** The Guardian “Not since Fiona Templeton's You, the City – which played in the 
capital as part of the London International Festival of Theatre more than 20 years 
ago – has a show used a city as a backdrop quite so effectively as this series of one-
on-one encounters across Edinburgh, which explore the nature of choice and the 
way we say yes or no to things without really thinking through the consequences” 
 
**** Evening Standard “Tumbling down a rabbit hole of wonder and surprise, as I 
bounced from encounter to encounter with a host of characters and places. Every 
day, this lovely show reminds us, is a series of infinite possibilities, to which we just 
have to remain open.” 
 
What does the Audience Experience? 
 
The audience member arrives at an office location and is greeted by an officious air 
stewardess who takes away their possessions and gives them a jacket and a bag 
containing all they will need for their ‘journey’ including a map, mobile phone, wallet 
with money and a bingo card in it, and a rose.  
 
The audience member is then given directions and sent on their way, the only task 
that they are set is that they have to say ‘yes’ to whatever challenge they are given. 
For the next hour and a half they are then passed through a series of scripted 
encounters at both indoor and outdoor locations, including a church, a charity shop, 
an allotment, a bar for a speed date, a lawyer asking them to testify in court and a get 
away car ride with a criminal. They meet characters that inhabit the city, sometimes 
offering them help, other times asking them to help them – if they say ‘yes’ the 
journey continues and they are given the clue on how to meet the next character.  

 

http://www.fionatempleton.org/you-the%20city.htm


 
 
The action reaches a climax when the audience member ends up in a bar and is 
offered a drink to quench their thirst (a drink that they have previously stated is their 
favourite). In the dark back corner of this bar is a musician on a piano who begins to 
sing a song that recounts moments of their journey back to them. Each song is utterly 
unique and created just for that audience member.  
 
The narrative of You Once Said Yes is a story and also a sequence of separate 
scenes, linked by one or more of the actors guiding the client from one event to the 
next. What is so unique about this show is that no two audience members will have 
the same experience. Each of these encounters takes place in a separate, typical city 
niche: a church with a café worker, a pavement where a homeless man is asking for 
change, a London tube, a street corner where someone is asking for directions, a 
charity shop, an allotment where you are offered a cup of tea and a biscuit and the 
chance to tell your own story. Throughout the play’s 13 different scenes—each in its 
own local ecosystem— this show works as if it is a theatrical guided tour. Through a 
system of tagging and texting via mobile phone in this carefully orchestrated show we 
are always aware of where an audience member is, we are stringent about safety 
and our priority is that the individuals are protected against any injury. Although at 
times they can feel completely free and alone, they are constantly monitored and 
watched so they don’t get lost, we always know where they are and what will happen 
next to them. The audience member is linked to each of their characters by their 
location, in that they inhabit the same neighborhood. This show engages with a city 
and area and seeks to theatricalize, surprise and engage the audience with their 
surrounds.  
 
This theatrical experience narrates the story of the continuous experience of the city 
dweller. 
 
A video slide show of the Camden version of the show can be seen here: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t-ziCLjKeCU 
 
Creative Team Biographies  
 
Director and Producer - Mimi Poskitt – Mimi is the Artistic Director of Look Left 
Look Right. She has worked as an assistant producer for ITV and the BBC. In 2007 
she won an Royal Television Society award for a documentary about 9/11. She also 
produces short films, one of which, ‘We Won the War’ was Category winner at the LA 
Short Film Festival, East London Film Festival and Cinefest. She has directed and 
produced across a variety of projects outside of her work with LLLR.  
 
Writers: Morgan Lloyd Malcolm and Katie Lyons - Morgan’s most recent 
play Belongings was transferred from Hampstead Theatre Downstairs to the 
Trafalgar Studios in the West End. Other credits include Platform (Old Vic 
Tunnels), Jack and the Beanstalk and Dick Whittington (Lyric Hammersmith). She is 
currently working on a new musical, Epidemic, for the Old Vic Tunnels 
and Aladdin for Lyric Hammersmith. Katie Lyons is an actor currently the lead role in 
the National Theatre production of The Kitchen. Katie co-wrote The Booth 
Project with Look Left Look Right for Latitude Festival last year. Television writing 
credits include: E4‘s School of Comedy, Hotel Trubble (CBBC), Comedy 
Shuffle (BBC), Scallywagga (BBC). Edinburgh Awards: Nominations: Dubble Act 
Award and a Writers Guild award for Best Comedy. Win: Arthur Smith Best Comedy 
Award.  

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t-ziCLjKeCU


 
 
Who We Are 
 
Look Left Look Right is an award-winning site-specific documentary theatre 
company. Since the company was founded by Artistic Director Mimi Poskitt in 2005 
Look Left Look Right has received funding from ACE, successfully toured their work 
nationally and won two Fringe First Awards and a Total Theatre award for Innovation 
and Experimentation. The company has coproduced with The Royal Court, The 
Roundhouse and BAC as well as established regional venues such as Plymouth 
Theatre Royal and Southampton Nuffield.  
 
What We Do 
 
Look Left Look Right create site-specific, interactive, dynamic and documentary 
theatre. Our documentary productions are created from real words spoken by real 
people. Through gathering interviews we aim to explore how people are affected on 
an everyday basis by big national and international events and by the environment 
around them. Our work uses site specificity to contextualize and dramatize narrative. 
The ethos of the company is to look left, look right: always trying to listen to as many 
different viewpoints as possible and to make work that is exciting, enjoyable and 
engaging.  

 


