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About Nalaga'at 
 
The Nalaga'at non-profit organization was established in 2002 by Adina Tal and Eran 
Gur, intended for a theatre group whose actors are all deaf-blind. Following the 
success of the theater group's first performance Light Is Heard In Zig Zag, the 
organisation established a unique cultural centre at the Jaffa Port in Tel-Aviv. 
 
In December 2007, the Nalaga'at Center opened its doors to the public introducing 
Nalaga'at Theater as the world's only deaf-blind acting ensemble with their new 
production Not by Bread Alone. The Nalaga'at Center also includes Café Kapish with 
its deaf waiters and the pitch-dark restaurant BlackOut with its blind Waiters. 
 
Since the Center's opening it developed and produced several ground-breaking 
ventures: Creating various workshops led by deaf and blind waiters trained as 
workshop instructors, the establishment of an acting training program for deaf and 
blind waiters that produced the children's show Prince Roostert which premiered in 
December 2010, establishing a new multi-cultural deaf-blind theater ensemble of 
eleven deaf-blind Jews, Muslims and Samaritans that after four years of work 
premiered Luna Park in December 2012.    
 
The spacious venue soon filled with life and became a home for over 100 deaf, blind 
and deaf-blind individuals, staff and translators. It became a home where Jews, 
Muslims, Samaritans and Christians could work together, a place where deaf and 
blind people found ways to communicate with each other, and it has also been the 
home, if only for a short time, for over 600,000 people who have already visited. 
 
We believe that we can, must and deserve to change the reality we live in. 
 
Not By Bread Alone 
 
The Group 
The Nalaga'at Theater actors are deaf-blind. Some have traces of sight, some have 
traces of hearing, some are totally blind and some are totally deaf. The majority of 
the actors suffer from an inherited disorder called Usher Syndrome which initially 
results in acute deafness and which is followed, during the first ten years of life, by 
loss of vision. One of the actors, Itzik, was born blind and as a complication of 
meningitis became deaf. 
 

 



 
 
The Process 
Rehearsals for Not by Bread Alone lasted two years. During many months we 
familiarized ourselves with the various stages involved in baking bread and then we 
created a joint time-frame for the actors and audience – the time it takes to bake the 
bread, which itself represents so much more than its ingredients. Whilst baking we 
tried to touch on and identify with the actors their little moments of joy in life, their 
memories and dreams. Along the way we searched for new ways of communication 
as a group and as a theatre ensemble. During the rehearsal process, the interpreters 
in the group experienced the darkness and silence that are part of the daily routine of 
the actors in order to better understand their reality. 
 
During the performance the audience hears drum beats which are used as cues for 
the scene changes. Most of the actors cannot see the hand that beats the drum or 
hear the sound. And yet they still react to the cues. It took a long and complex 
process until the actors reached the point when they could sense the vibrations 
created by the drum even from a distance. In this way a new form of communication 
was created which combines the unique human drama of the group with the 
theatrical drama. 
 
Do Touch 
Most deaf-blind people have the ability to communicate only with those who are 
familiar with sign language through touch. Within Nalaga'at, in addition to the 
accepted sign language, the actors communicate with each other in many different 
ways. 
 
Each and every member has his or her specific needs and abilities and during their 
years together the members of the group have learned how to communicate with one 
another. For instance – with Itzik we talk by using the glove language (each joint on 
the hand symbolizes a letter) typed on his hand. But Yuri writes Braille on Itzik's 
hand. Yuri, Igor and Mark talk in the Russian sign language that Tikva translates for 
them. Tikva also translates the Russian that Genia speaks into Hebrew and Israeli 
sign language. Shiran speaks loudly into Shoshana's and Genia's hearing aids. And 
Miki, a deaf interpreter, watches the sign language of another interpreter in the group 
and passes on by touch, what is said to one of the actors. 
 
And there you have the communication in Nalaga'at.    
    
Nalaga'at Team 
 
Founding Artistic Director: Adina Tal 
Operations Manager: Hagay, Hashi Gilad Jakont 
Tour Manager: Adva Oren 
Theater Manager: Hofit Rauchberger 
Resource development and foreign relations: Talia Winokur 
Operating coordinator: Hagay Shlomov 
Company coordinator: Dalia Dorit Reick 
Technicians: Noam Havkin, Yoav Horev  
 
Actors 
Rafael Akoa 
Itshak Hagay Hanina  
Nurani Levy  

 



 
 
Tzipora Malca 
Igor Osherov 
Yuri Osherov 
Bat-Sheva Rabansari 
Rozalia Shoshana Segal 
Evgenia Shtesky 
Yuri Tverdovsky 
Mark Yaroski  
 
Translators 
 
Elita Abayev  
Talal Alziadna  
Kyla Chaya Blumenfeld  
Yoav Chorev 
Neomi Avigail Elkayam  
Guy Herling 
Shay Livne  
Mordechai Eliyahu Messeca  
Netanel David Rapaport  
Shiran Havatzelet Tweeto 
Tikva Vaseva  
Offer Yerushalmi 
 
BlackOut Team 
 
Restaurant Manager: 
William Elias Kleinbaum 
 
Waiters: 
Galina Bakshiev  
Maayan Frank  
Eliran Golan  
Usama Hugeirat  
Nikol Segev  
 
Kapish Team 
 
Waiters: 
Omer Hazan 
Ora Oachnon 
 
Operations Manager: Hagay Hashi Gilad Jakont 
Tour Manager: Adva Oren 
Theater Manager: Hofit Rachel Rauchberger  
Resource Development and Foreign Relations Manager: Talia Winokur 
Operations Coordinator: Hagay Shlomov  
Company Coordinator: Dalia Dorith Reick 
Technician: Noam Nadav Havkin  
 

 
 

 



 
 

Biographies 
 

Adina Tal 
Born in Switzerland, Adina moved to Israel at the age of twenty and worked for many 
years as a theatre actress and director. Adina has been directing plays professionally 
since 1979. She founded Nalaga’at Theater in 2002 after accepting the invitation to 
teach a drama workshop to the deaf-blind and found that the experience had 
changed her life. Over the course of a number of years, together with the deaf-blind 
group of actors, she directed and produced the play Light Is Heard In Zig Zag. For 
Adina, creating Not by Bread Alone is both the continuation of her journey with this 
group and her quest to find new ways of communication within the group of actors, 
on the stage and with the audience. Adina Tal is the Founder, President, & Artistic 
Director of the Nalaga’at Center in Tel Aviv, and is the creator and director of 
Nalaga’at Theater’s productions: Not by Bread Alone, Prince Rooster and Luna Park. 
She has received an honorary Doctorate from the Tel Aviv University for her work 
with Nalaga’at Theater. 
 
Genia Shatsky 
Genia grew up in Russia. Her father was a director and actor, and her mother a 
ballerina. She spent much of her childhood backstage, and had always loved theater:  
"Becoming an actress is like a dream come true, life is good to me and Nalaga'at is 
like a family to me. The theatre has made my life much happier. I love the people 
here; we are like a big family" Genia lives with her sister, her brother-in-law and her 
nephew in Petah Tikva, a town located 10 kilometres east of Tel Aviv. 
 
Shoshana Segal 
Shoshana was born in Romania and moved to Israel as a child. Her hearing 
difficulties disconnected her from other children. As her vision deteriorated, her 
isolation grew. "I am part of society now, people love our show, I always look forward 
to going to Nalaga'at, it is much more than going to work, I meet my friends and we 
all care for each other, I think God loves the deaf-blind in Israel." Shoshana lives by 
herself in Beit Itzhak, a village in mid-west Israel. 
 
Igor Oshorov  
Igor immigrated to Israel from the Former Soviet Union, he is Yuri's older brother. "I 
love playing the clown and make people laugh. I enjoy performing in front of a large 
audience, and even if I do not see them I can feel them."  Igor also plays chess and 
recently won second prize in a chess competition for deaf-blind, and third prize in 
Israel's deaf championship (together with his brother Yuri). Igor lives in Haifa. 
  
Tzipora Malka 
Tsipora loves making people laugh.  "I was very sad when I realized that I was not 
only deaf but also getting blind, but since I became an actress at the Nalaga’at 
Theatre my life has changed completely. I love to act, fool around and laugh. My 
interpreters and I are good friends and from time to time I help them improve their 
sign language" Tzipora lives with her mother in Jerusalem, and is Bat Sheva's sister. 
 
Bat Sheva Ravenseri 
Bat Sheva is the mother of three hearing and seeing children. They communicate 
through touch-sign language. Bat Sheva loves to prepare delicious meals for her 
family. “Nalaga’at has changed my life. Taught me to be stronger. My greatest love is  
 

 



 
 
to perform on stage; I smile at everybody in the audience and feel that they all smile 
back at me". Bat Sheva lives in Jaffa and is Tzipora's sister. 
 
Yuri Oshorov  
Yuri immigrated to Israel from the Former Soviet Union. He is married and a father of 
two hearing and seeing daughters. He had learned Braille and Hebrew sign language 
in order to be able to communicate with all the actors.  "I'm mad about Nalaga’at! 
About the show! And I am totally crazy about the wedding scene in the show - do you 
know a lot of people who get married three times a week?" Yuri lives in Kiryat Atta, 
near Haifa, in the north of Israel, and is Igor's brother. He enjoys playing chess, and 
has won first prize in a chess competition for deaf-blind, and third prize (together with 
his brother) in a Israel's deaf championship. 
  
Marc Yarosky  
Marc came to Israel from the Former Soviet Union. He is married and a father of two 
hearing and seeing daughters. Before losing his eyesight he loved to watch movies 
and Charlie Chaplin was one of his favorite actors. "I'm an actor and I love the 
theatre. It makes me happy to know the audience enjoys our show." He lives in Kiryat 
Atta, near Haifa, in the north of Israel.  
 
Itzik Hanuna 
Itsik is the only actor within the ensemble, who was born blind. He became deaf at 
the age of 11 after contracting meningitis. He still remembers the songs and music 
he loved to listen to on the radio before getting deaf. He writes and publishes poetry, 
and enjoys meeting new people and communicating with them. "I'm an actor at 
Nalaga’at because I have a creative personality; I enjoy expressing myself through 
artistic means. Dreams, happiness and sorrow" Since there is no state-funded 
housing solution for deaf-blind individuals in Israel, Itzik lives in an elderly care home 
in the south of Israel. 
 
Yuri Tevordovsky 
Yuri Immigrated to Israel from the Former Soviet Union. He loves the sea and 
dreams of going fishing, or even of becoming a captain on a ship - but most of all he 
loves being an actor. "I hope I can be an actor for the rest of my life, be on stage, and 
make a lot of people happy". He lives with his mother in Tel Aviv.  
 
Rafi Aku'a 
Rafi was born in Israel. He loves running errands, is very familiar with his 
neighborhood and dreams of being able to travel everywhere in Israel, and even 
across the world, by himself, without having to be depend on others.  "I'm an actor at 
the Nalaga’at theatre, I love meeting my fellow deaf-blind actors and the interpreters. 
Nalaga’at for me is the greatest gift I have ever received in life". Rafi lives in Kfar 
Gvirol, near the town of Rehovot, with his mother. 
 
Nurani Levy 
Nurani was born in Iran and immigrated with his family to Israel as a child. When he 
was only deaf and could still see, he used to sneak into the neighborhood cinema 
and watch the same movie over and over again. "I love thinking about all the films I 
used to see, play the parts of the 'good guys', and switch to the 'bad guys'.  Since 
there is no state-funded housing solution for deaf-blind individuals in Israel, Nurani 
lives, together with his brother, in an elderly care home in the south of Israel. 
 

 



 
 
ArKtype / Thomas O. Kriegsmann 
A producer of acclaimed international projects and tours, ArKtype’s work has been 
seen worldwide, including projects with Mikhail Baryshnikov, Yael Farber, Peter 
Brook, Jay Scheib, Julie Taymor, Yaron Lifschitz, Dmitry Krymov, and Victoria 
Thiérrée-Chaplin. Recent premieres include Big Dance Theater & Baryshnikov 
Productions’ Man In A Case at Hartford Stage and the off-Broadway run of Nalaga’at 
Deaf-Blind Theater’s Not By Bread Alone. Additional projects include Rude Mechs 
(Austin); Theatre for a New Audience; Big Dance Theater; Aurélia Thiérrée (Paris); 
Phantom Limb; Jessica Blank & Erik Jensen; Circa (Brisbane); Lisa Peterson & 
Denis O’Hare; T.P.O. (Italy); Erth (Sydney); Sam Green / Yo La Tengo; Joshua Light 
Show; and World/Inferno Friendship Society. Upcoming premieres include Jessica 
Blank & Erik Jensen’s HOW TO BE A ROCK CRITIC, Jay Scheib's PLATONOV or 
THE DISINHERITED, and Dayna Hanson’s THE CLAY DUKE. More information at 
www.arktype.org 
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