
 
 

DAWN UPSHAW AND THE AUSTRALIAN CHAMBER ORCHESTRA 
 
About the Performance 
 
Helena Rathbone Lead Violin 
Dawn Upshaw Soprano 
Scott Robinson Alto and Bass Clarinet 
Jay Anderson Double Bass 
Frank Kimbrough Piano 
 
JOHN ADAMS Selections from John’s Book of Alleged Dances 
GRIEG Holberg Suite  
GRIEG Solveig’s Song 
RAUTAVAARA Die Liebenden: Liebes-Lied 
MARIA SCHNEIDER Winter Morning Walks (Australian Premiere) 
ELGAR Introduction and Allegro 
 
With five Grammy Awards between them, soprano Dawn Upshaw and 
composer Maria Schneider provide a stellar start to the Australian Chamber 
Orchestra’s 2014 season.  
 
Upshaw (“one of the most consequential performers of our time,” Los Angeles 
Times) joins the Australian Chamber Orchestra for the Australian premiere of Winter 
Morning Walks, a profoundly beautiful orchestral song cycle that blurs the lines 
between classical and jazz. 
 
Written by Schneider especially for Upshaw and the ACO, Winter Morning Walks is 
based on the short poems of Ted Kooser. The American poet laureate penned his 
haiku-like verse when he was recovering from chemotherapy and would venture out 
on pre-dawn walks in the Nebraska countryside. His odes to the snow-covered 
landscape take on a new life in Schneider’s nine-song cycle.  
 
Winter Morning Walks had its premiere at the Ojai Festival in California in 2011 and 
was released on CD in 2013. It was universally praised for its evocation of the 
American Midwest, with NPR calling it “music to fall in love with the first time – then 
immediately want to hear again” and Limelight declaring “Upshaw’s silver voice and 
clear diction are as crisp and precise as the sunlit frosty days she describes.” 
 
The ACO will be joined by three of Schneider’s regular collaborators, pianist Frank 
Kimbrough, clarinetist Scott Robinson, and bass player Jay Anderson, who will add 
an improvisational element to the performances so that no two concerts will be the 
same.  
 
Schneider is best known as a jazz composer but is no stranger to crossing musical 
boundaries, and she relished the opportunity to meld two musical worlds and to work 
with lyrics for the first time. Upshaw last performed with the ACO at the Vasse Felix 
Festival in 2012, and the Orchestra is thrilled to be welcoming back one of its 
favourite guest artists. 
 
Continuing the Americana theme is a selection from John Adams’ John’s Book of 
Alleged Dances. Adams called them “alleged dances” because “the steps for them 
had yet to be invented”. The ten short “dances” were composed for string quartet and  

 



 
 
a looped recording of prepared piano – a piano that has had its sound altered by 
placing objects or “preparations” between or on the strings, hammers and dampers. 
The ACO will perform seven of these fun but poetic works, which carry whimsical 
titles including Rag the Bone, Toot Nipple, and Stubble Crochet, and feature 
snatches of bluegrass fiddle, 50s slow dancing, jazz riffs and Latin rock. 
 
Grieg’s Holberg Suite, written to commemorate the 200th anniversary of the birth of 
Danish-Norwegian playwright Ludwig Holberg, is one of the most frequently 
performed works for string orchestra. The ACO’s 2012 recording received 
spectacular reviews (“This is another triumph for Richard Tognetti’s Australian 
Chamber Orchestra and a recording to covet and bring out at special occasions,” 
Music Web International) so this chance to hear a live performance of Grieg’s 
masterpiece is not to be missed. 
 
Holberg Suite will be interspersed with Dawn Upshaw singing Grieg’s yearning 
Solveig’s Song, from his Peer Gynt Suite No.2, Op.55, and Rautavaara’s beautiful 
Liebes-Lied from Die Liebenden, written to the words of Rainer Maria Rilke.  
 
Rounding out the program is Elgar’s exhilarating Introduction and Allegro, which was 
recorded by the ACO as part of Classical Destinations II. This demanding and 
complex work was written to show off string players’ virtuosity, so who better to bring 
it life than the ACO, “possibly the finest string ensemble on the planet” (Telegraph, 
UK). 
 
Press Quotes 
 
“Upshaw’s instrument has the kind of power, clarity and pure beauty that can transfix 
a listener.” St. Paul Pioneer Press 
 
“[Winter Morning Walks] is one of the most sheerly evocative and beautiful and 
memorable works for singer and orchestra that I have heard in 
years.” ConcertoNet.com 
 
About the Australian Chamber Orchestra 
 
One of the world’s most lauded chamber ensembles, the Australian Chamber 
Orchestra is renowned for its inspired programming and unrivalled virtuosity, energy 
and individuality. Its unique programming extends across six centuries, spanning 
popular masterworks, adventurous cross-artform projects and pieces specially 
commissioned for the ensemble. 
 
Founded in 1975, this string orchestra comprises leading Australian and international 
musicians and a growing company of dedicated young players.  The orchestra 
performs symphonic, chamber, and electro-acoustic repertoire collaborating with an 
extraordinary range of artists from numerous artistic disciplines including renowned 
soloists Emmanuel Pahud, Steven Isserlis, Dawn Upshaw, and Joseph Tawadros; 
singers Katie Noonan, Paul Capsis, and Teddy Tahu Rhodes; and such diverse 
artists as cinematographer Jon Frank, visual artist Shaun Tan, entertainer Barry 
Humphries, photographer Bill Henson, choreographer Rafael Bonachela and 
cartoonist Michael Leunig. 
 
 

 



 
 
Outstanding Australian violinist Richard Tognetti, who has been at the helm of the 
ACO since 1989, has expanded the Orchestra’s national program, spearheaded vast 
and regular international tours, injected unprecedented creativity and unique artistic 
style into the programming and transformed the group into the energetic standing 
ensemble (except for the cellists) for which it is now internationally recognised. 
Through the ACO’s extensive commissioning program, more than 60 works have 
been added to the chamber orchestra repertoire, including pieces by Brett Dean, 
Jonny Greenwood and Carl Vine. Committed to Australian composition, the ACO has 
given 1700 performances of over 250 works by 80 Australian composers. 
 
Several of the ACO’s players perform on remarkable string instruments. Tognetti 
plays the legendary 1743 Carrodus Guarneri del Gesù violin, on loan from an 
anonymous Australian benefactor; Principal Violin Helena Rathbone plays a 1759 
Guadagnini violin owned by the Commonwealth Bank; Principal Violin Satu Vänskä 
plays a 1728/9 Stradivarius violin owned by the ACO Instrument Fund; and Principal 
Cello Timo-Veikko Valve plays a 1729 Giuseppe Guarneri filius Andreæ cello on loan 
from Peter William Weiss AO. 
 
The ACO has made many award-winning recordings and has a current recording 
contract with leading classical music label BIS. Highlights include Tognetti’s three-
time ARIA Award-winning Bach recordings, multi-award-winning documentary film 
Musica Surfica, the sound-track for television series Classical Destinations II and the 
complete set of Mozart Violin Concertos.  A full list of ACO recordings can be 
found here. 
 
As Australia’s only national orchestra the ACO presents outstanding performances to 
over 9,000 subscribers across Australia, reaching regional audiences in every state 
and territory. Internationally, the ACO's regular tours to Asia, Europe and the USA 
consistently receive hyperbolic reviews and return invitations to perform on the great 
music stages of the world including Vienna’s Musikverein, Amsterdam’s 
Concertgebouw, London’s Wigmore Hall and Southbank Centre, New York’s 
Carnegie Hall and Lincoln Center, Birmingham's Symphony Hall, and Washington 
D.C.'s Kennedy Center. The ACO has visited over 250 cities in the course of 50 
international tours. 
 
In 2005 the ACO inaugurated a national education program including a mentoring 
program for Australia’s best young string players. These specially selected stars of 
the future join ACO core players to form the Orchestra’s little sister orchestra ACO2, 
performing bold programs in concerts and education workshops for regional 
audiences throughout Australia. 
 
Website 
 
www.aco.com.au 
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