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About Circa 
 
At Circa we create circus that moves the heart, mind and soul. We discover, 
cultivate and present works and experiences from the living heart of circus – vital, 
challenging and delightful. We believe circus is a rich artistic territory that can deeply 
touch audiences and participants. To achieve this, we progress with ceaseless 
inventiveness (in all aspects of our art and operations) guided by safe danger and 
fuelled by love and respect. 
Since 2006 Circa has toured to 24 countries across five continents. Critics have 
raved about its shows calling the work “stunning…exquisite… heart-stopping” and 
“electrically charged”. 
On our website you can explore our shows, find which circus class is perfect for you 
or discover ways of being part of the Circa experience. We wish you the happiest of 
browsings. 
“Yaron has elevated the way Australia perceives circus, both nationally and 
internationally. The extraordinary transformation that he has taken that company 
through… I mean remarkable.” – Cate Blanchett 
 
Artistic Director, Yaron Lifschitz 
 
Artistic Director Yaron Lifschitz is a graduate of the University of New South Wales, 
University of Queensland and National Institute of Dramatic Arts (NIDA) where he 
was the youngest director ever accepted into its prestigious graduate director’s 
course. Since graduating, Yaron has directed over 60 productions including large-
scale events, opera, theatre, physical theatre and circus. His work has been seen in 
twenty-four countries, across five continents by over 500 000 people. 
 
He was founding Artistic Director of the Australian Museum’s Theatre Unit, Head 
Tutor in Directing at Australian Theatre for Young People and has been a regular 
guest tutor in directing at NIDA since 1995. He is currently Artistic Director and CEO 
of Circa. 
 
With Circa, Yaron has created works such as by the light of stars that are no 
longer…, CIRCA, Wunderkammer, How Like an Angel, “S” and, most recently, 
Beyond and Opus which will both world premiere later in 2013. His recent works 
have been reviewed as being “stunning”, “exquisite” and “the standard to which all 
other circuses can aspire”. 
 
Yaron lives in Brisbane with his son, Oscar. His passion is creating works of 
philosophical and poetic depth from the traditional languages of circus. 
 
Website 
 
http://circa.org.au 
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About the The Debussy String Quartet 
 
Christophe Collette, violin 
Marc Vieillefon, violin 
Vincent Deprecq, viola 
Fabrice Bihan, cello 
 
Through its passionate commitment to speak in a unique voice, eschewing the 
creation of an international quartet sound, the Debussy Quartet has established its 
reputation as one of the finest quartets touring and recording today. Formed in 1990 
by a group of young musicians studying at the Conservatoire de Lyon, France, the 
quartet has gained international renown for its exciting performances and award-
winning recordings. In major concert halls from New York to Tokyo they perform a 
wide range of works, and are perhaps most well known for their devotion to the 
French repertoire. The quartet’s performances of the Ravel, Debussy and Fauré 
quartets are legendary, and these four musicians continue to create new audiences 
for works of their countrymen such as Lalo, Lekeu, Milhaud and the late romantic 
composer Ermand Bonnal. 
 
Winners of the Evian International String Quartet Competition, the Debussy Quartet 
performs about 80 concerts a year in Europe, Asia, and North America. They are 
regular guests at distinguished concert halls (Concertgebouw in Amsterdam, 
Auditorio Nacional de Musica in Madrid, Grand Theatre in Geneva, Konzerthaus in 
Berlin, Théâtre du Châtelet, Musée du Louvre in Paris) and are also heard at many of 
Europe’s finest festivals. In addition to mixed chamber music with renowned 
colleagues, the quartet has embarked on an adventurous collaboration with the 
famed modern dance ensemble, Compagnie Käfig (choreographer Mourad 
Merzouki), for a new project in which they are incorporated as choreographed 
elements while performing on their respective instruments in concert with the 
dancers. 
 
The Debussy Quartet’s extensive discography includes the acclaimed Decca label 
release of the landmark Mozart Requiem recording, in the 1802 transcription by Peter 
Lichtenthal (about which a documentary film has also been made). The Arion label 
produced several volumes in the “French Music” collection (Bonnal, Ravel, Fauré, 
Witkowski, Lekeu) and the complete Shostakovich Quartets, among other works. The 
quartet’s mixed chamber music repertoire includes its highly regarded CD of the 
Brahms and Weber clarinet quintets with clarinetist Jean Francois Verdier and a 
highly acclaimed collaboration with the pianist François Chaplin in several Mozart 
piano concertos. In addition, their discography includes the complete works of 
Webern for string quartet (for Harmonia Mundi), which received the coveted « Choc » 
award of Le Monde de la Musique. 
 
The Debussy Quartet is based in Lyon, France. Its members are the founders of “Les 
Cordes en Ballade” a chamber music festival and an academy of chamber music in 
the South of France, where they perform and teach each summer. 
 
Website 
 
http://www.debussystringquartet.com 
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